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1.  Introduction 
 
Today, Australian architecture of the two decades preceding the First World War is normally 
said to be in the "Federation" style. "Federation" is an obvious and easily remembered label 
for the buildings of this period, and it was first used by the art historian Bernard Smith in a 
1969 publication.1 In the intervening years the term has found general acceptance among 
architectural historians. 
 
There are, however, other terms which can be used to describe Australian architecture in the 
decades which straddle 1900. In his pioneering (and still indispensable) history of Australian 
architecture, Max Freeland used the terms "Late Victorian" and "Edwardian" for this period.2 
The term "Edwardian" is, of course, derived from the name of Queen Victoria's eldest son, 
who ruled as Edward VII from 1901 to 1910. Edward was a larger-than-life sportsman and 
bon vivant and, despite his absence of artistic gifts, there was something about him which 
suggests an affinity with an Australian architect of that period, Claude William Chambers 
(1861-1947). 
 
Claude Chambers was also a large, exuberant man who enjoyed life. He was endowed with 
considerable talents, and he used them to develop a very successful architectural practice. His 
buildings express his bustling self-confidence, and he liked to erect big, solid, striking 
structures, whether they were wharves or wool stores, office blocks or mansions. The term 
"Federation" seems too anodyne a label for the work of Claude Chambers. He was 
unquestionably an "Edwardian" architect. 
 
Born in Melbourne, Chambers came to Brisbane in 1885, and set up his own practice there 
early in 1891. He remained in Brisbane until early 1915, when he sought new opportunities in 
Sydney. Despite maintaining an office and able partners in Brisbane following his departure, 
Chambers remained in Sydney for the rest of his life, and the present study is concerned only 
with his work in Brisbane, from 1885 to 1914. His later career in Sydney will be sketched in 
outline only.  
 
Those who are interested in the architecture of Australia (and especially of Queensland) 
during the two decades before the First World War will be rewarded by studying the 
architecture of Chambers. He was a leader in his profession, and his maritime, industrial, 
commercial, and domestic architecture are all fine examples of the type of building erected 
during that period. To be sure, his work lacks the artistic genius which one can sometimes 
detect in the buildings of his contemporary, Robin Dods, or in those of his sometime partner, 
Lange Powell. Nonetheless, he was a very competent architect and his work deserves closer 
investigation. 
 
 
1 Bernard Smith, "Architecture in Australia," Historical Studies (Melbourne), vol.14, no.53 (1969), p.90-91. 
2 J.M. Freeland, Architecture in Australia: A History (Melbourne: F.W. Cheshire, 1968), chapters 9 and 10. 
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No large collection of plans or records from Chambers' practice has survived, so it is not 
possible to record his output in its entirety. Nonetheless, much of his work in Brisbane has 
been identified and described here. The appendix contains details of all significant projects 
for which some form of pictorial evidence could be located. Where buildings are dated, the 
year given is the year of construction. 
 
The author is very grateful to the many photographers, living and dead, whose work is 
reproduced here. He has also benefited from the assistance of the staff of the Fryer Library at 
the University of Queensland and the John Oxley Library at the State Library of Queensland. 
 
Gerard Benjamin, of the New Farm and Districts Historical Society, has provided valuable 
information on the houses designed by Chambers at New Farm; his 2015 book, Homes with 
History on the New Farm Peninsula, is an excellent resource. 
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2. Early Years (1861-1888)1 
 
Claude William Chambers was born on 10 January 1861 at South Yarra, Melbourne.2  
 
His father, William Laws Chambers, had been born in Norwich, England, in 1837, as the son 
of a merchant's clerk. He was probably the youngest of a family of about six children and 
they subsequently moved to London, where the head of the family died, fortunately leaving 
his widow well provided for. At the time of the 1851 census, William Laws Chambers, then 
aged fourteen, was living with his widowed mother in the northern London suburb of 
Hackney, and working as a clerk. He was probably the twenty-year-old William Chambers 
who arrived in Geelong, Victoria, in June 1857 on the Algiers. On the ship's passenger list he 
optimistically declared his occupation as "miner," but he failed to make his fortune on the 
goldfields, and by the end of 1859 he was living in Melbourne and working as an accountant. 
 
On 1 December 1859, William Laws Chambers married Emma Bailey at Christ Church 
(Anglican), South Yarra. It was a double wedding, at which his elder brother, Henry 
Chambers, was also married, his bride being Emma's elder sister, Anne. 
 
Emma and Anne Bailey had been in the colony for only about five months. They originated 
from Islington in north London, where Emma had been born in 1839. Their father was a 
successful mercer and draper, James Bailey, who had come to Melbourne in May 1855, 
apparently in search of new business opportunities. In July 1857 he took a partnership in the 
Melbourne firm of Sutherland and Bailey, merchants and mill-owners, with premises in 
Flinders Street, but he died the following year. In June 1859 his widow, Jane, and six of her 
children arrived in Melbourne, presumably to sort out the affairs of the deceased 
businessman. Unfortunately the firm of Sutherland and Bailey went bankrupt at the end of 
1859, shortly after the marriage of Emma and Anne Bailey, leaving Jane Bailey in an 
awkward position, although she was by no means destitute. 
 
William and Emma Chambers settled in the inner southeastern suburbs of Melbourne and 
began to establish a family. Their first child was the future architect, and at least six more 
children were born to them during the following fifteen years. 
 
Claude Chambers received his initial education at the Model Schools in Spring Street, 
Melbourne, which was the flagship state primary school in the city at that time. For his 
secondary years, he attended the recently established All Saints' Grammar School, an 
Anglican establishment at St Kilda. At this school's prize-giving in December 1874, which 
 
1 The most useful contemporary source for the biography of Claude Chambers is the profile published in The 
Salon (Sydney), vol.1, no.5 (March-April 1913), p.290-2. The most detailed modern account of his work is the 
article by Don Watson, in Philip Goad and Julie Willis (eds), The Encyclopedia of Australian Architecture (Port 
Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 2012), p.138-9. 
2 Chambers apparently believed that his birthdate was 15 January, but the official registration of the birth and 
the notice published in the Argus newspaper on 12 January confirm that he was born on 10 January. 
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was probably his final year there, Chambers received prizes in mathematics, vocal music and 
figure drawing. On the strength of these academic accomplishments, it is not surprising that 
he embarked upon a career in architecture. 
 
Chambers trained as an articled pupil under Albert Purchas, a Melbourne architect with a 
busy practice encompassing the design of houses, churches, warehouses and office buildings. 
Chambers apparently commenced his articles in 1877, and at the same time he was studying 
at the Prahran School of Design, where he won first prize in architecture in the boys' senior 
division at the end of 1877. In June 1879, he won a silver medal for architectural drawings at 
the Sandhurst (Bendigo) Industrial Exhibition. 
 
It was at about this time that the Chambers family decided to move to Sydney. Claude 
Chambers had not yet completed his articles, but he was released from the final year of 
training, and in January 1880 he travelled by steamer to Sydney to join his parents and 
siblings. The family settled in a house in Union Street, North Sydney. Claude Chambers 
found work with the Sydney architectural firm of Mansfield Brothers. He was a keen 
sportsman, and was soon actively involved in various organisations devoted to rowing, rugby 
union football, and cycling. 
 
The firm in which he was employed had been established in 1859 by the architect George 
Allen Mansfield, and it was by this stage the dominant architectural practice in Sydney, with 
an extensive portfolio of projects. Mansfield's biographer tells us that "he designed endless 
banks for the Commercial Banking Company of Sydney … there is hardly a town in NSW 
that doesn't have a Mansfield bank,"3 and we know that Chambers worked on many of these 
bank projects. This probably explains why, sometime during the latter half of 1884, he was 
recruited by the firm of Blackmann and Parkes, who had just commenced work on grand new 
premises for the Australian Joint Stock Bank, on the southwest corner of George and King 
Streets, Sydney (now demolished). Chambers worked on this project, which was completed 
during 1885. 
 
Claude Chambers was flourishing in Sydney, but unfortunately the same was not true of his 
father. William Chambers had had little success in finding work as an accountant and became 
insolvent. He fell into depression and alcoholism, and on 7 November 1883 committed 
suicide by drowning in Ball's Head Bay. 
 
3 Article on Mansfield by Clive Lucas, in Philip Goad and Julie Willis (eds), The Encyclopedia of Australian 
Architecture (Port Melbourne: Cambridge University Press, 2012), p.426. 
5 
 
 
Australian Joint Stock Bank, cnr George & King Streets, Sydney 
(Blackmann and Parkes, 1884-85, demolished) 
 
In November 1885, Blackmann and Parkes sent Claude Chambers north to assist the Brisbane 
architect, Francis Drummond Greville Stanley, who was supervising the Blackmann and 
Parkes commission for new premises for the Australian Mutual Provident (AMP) insurance 
company, on the northeast corner of Queen and Edward Streets, Brisbane (demolished). 
Stanley was very impressed with his young assistant, and persuaded him to stay in Brisbane 
and join Stanley's busy practice. The AMP building was completed at the end of 1887, and 
Stanley moved his offices there. Chambers became the leading light in Stanley's firm, and we 
know that the projects on which he worked included St Paul's Presbyterian Church, St Paul's 
Terrace, Spring Hill (1887-89), the reinstatement and extension of the large warehouse for 
D.L. Brown and Company (later Thomas Brown and Sons) in Eagle Street (1888-89, 
demolished), the Oriental Mills for Robert Harper and Company on the corner of Albert and 
Mary Streets (1887-88, demolished) and the early planning of St Joseph's Roman Catholic 
Cathedral in Rockhampton, which was erected between 1894 and 1899. 
 
As in Sydney, Chambers soon became involved in a range of local sporting organisations, 
such as the Brisbane Cycling Club. He was an accomplished pianist and had a fine singing 
voice, which was welcomed by the Brisbane Liedertafel. His membership of the Brisbane 
Gymnasium led to the erection, in 1887-88, of the first building incontestably designed by 
him, which was a timber hall for the Gymnasium in Turbot Street (demolished). His initial 
plans for a brick building were much admired, but beyond the organisation's means. 
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Australian Mutual Provident Society premises, cnr Queen & Edward Streets, Brisbane 
(Blackmann and Parkes, supervised by F.D.G. Stanley, 1885-87, demolished) 
 
On 12 January 1887, Claude Chambers married Evelina (Lena) Clara Cowan at the Glebe 
Presbyterian Church in Sydney. She had been born in Melbourne in 1864 as the daughter of a 
publican, but she was soon orphaned, her father dying in 1866 and her mother in 1867. 
Fortunately she was adopted by Robert Dalrymple, a Melbourne tanner who was apparently 
related to her mother, and she was living with her adoptive family at Glebe Point, Sydney, at 
the time of her marriage. The young couple returned to Brisbane late in January 1887 and set 
up home in Upper Roma Street. Their first child, a daughter, Ida Grace, was born in February 
the following year. 
 
Chambers was an eminently clubbable man, and also a man of seemingly boundless energy, 
so it is not surprising that he was the driving force behind the establishment of the first 
architectural association in Queensland. This was the Queensland Institute of Architects, 
which officially came into being on 3 September 1888, with Claude Chambers as its first 
secretary. In his history of the development of the Australian architectural profession, Max 
Freeland tells us that: 
 
During his long association with the Queensland Institute of Architects, Chambers was its 
backbone. It would hardly be an exaggeration to say that for thirty years Chambers was the 
Queensland Institute of Architects. From its inception to its conversion to a Chapter of the 
R.A.I.A., Chambers worked for it continually, often alone and without encouragement, 
support, or thanks from its members. He served on its council from the beginning until 1920, 
twice as president and for many long years as secretary. He held it together over several 
patches of recession when, but for his efforts, it might well have collapsed. He carried the 
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ideal of a Federal Institute like a banner, from the first conference of architects called in 
Sydney in 1901 to attempt to form an Australian Institute, to its realization in 1929.4 
 
 
It was inevitable that, having established himself so firmly in the architectural profession in 
Queensland, Chambers would wish to advance from his position as a mere employee of 
Stanley to a more prominent role. His opportunity to do so came early in 1889. 
 
4 J.M. Freeland, The Making of a Profession: A History of the Growth and Work of the Architectural Institutes 
in Australia (Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1971), p.108-9. 
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3. Late Victorian (1889-1900) 
 
In March 1889, it was reported in the Brisbane press that the Sydney firm managed by the 
half-brothers, Arthur Latimer McCredie and George Hilton McCredie, architects and 
consulting engineers, was establishing a branch office in Brisbane. To head it, they had 
recruited as their local partner "Mr C.W. Chambers, late with F.D.G. Stanley, Esq., architect 
of Brisbane."1 The Brisbane business would be conducted under the name, McCredie 
Brothers and Chambers, and would occupy offices in Gordon Chambers, in the recently 
completed Mutual Life Association of Australasia building (an impressive structure designed 
by the Sydney architect, John Sulman) near the Customs House. 
 
The McCredie brothers had been in partnership in Sydney since 1883. Their reason for 
opening a Brisbane office was that they had been successful in obtaining some major 
commissions in Brisbane from a leading shipping firm, the Australasian United Steam 
Navigation Company (AUSN). The McCredies had designed the large warehouse for Charles 
O'Reilly erected in 1888 beside the AUSN wharf at Felix Street ("O'Reilly's Bond," now 
demolished). In early 1889 another of their commissions, the extended and remodelled 
AUSN Offices at the end of Mary Street (soon to be named Naldham House and still 
standing), was under construction, and Chambers would supervise its completion.  
 
For Claude Chambers, this partnership with the McCredies was career-changing, because it 
offered him new opportunities in maritime architecture, a field in which, as far as can be 
ascertained, he had had no prior experience. By a happy chance, he had already come to the 
attention of another leading Brisbane wharfage firm, D.L. Brown & Company (which in 1898 
would be reconstituted at Thomas Brown & Sons), because he had been working with F.D.G. 
Stanley on the rebuilding and extension of the huge Brown warehouse in Eagle Street, 
following a disastrous fire in September 1888. 
 
The importance of the port of Brisbane at this time cannot be overemphasised. It was only in 
1888 that a continuous rail line had been completed to connect Brisbane with Sydney, and 
this involved laborious transhipment of freight and passengers at the border, because of the 
difference in rail gauges. It would be decades yet before a rail line to northern Queensland 
would be constructed. Road transport was still slow and unreliable, so Brisbane's port was the 
lifeline which connected southern Queensland to the rest of Australia and the world. In the 
1890s, the port was still centred around the area between the Victoria Bridge and Petrie 
Bight, but in the new century it would begin to move downstream, which would open up 
further opportunities for Claude Chambers. 
 
Chambers' largest maritime project during the 1890s was the new Norman Wharf for the 
AUSN (1891-92, demolished), but there were many other projects, large and small. The 
 
1 Brisbane Courier, 2 March 1889, p.2. 
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devastating floods of 1893 damaged much of Brisbane's wharf infrastructure, and in the 
aftermath Chambers was kept busy organising the reinstatement of wharves and sheds. 
 
Chambers had worked on several large office buildings in the past, but as he embarked on 
this new stage in his career he had to content himself with modest commissions in this area, 
of which the largest was the two-storey Norman Chambers in Creek Street (1889-90, 
demolished). 
 
It was in 1890, only shortly after Chambers had established his new partnership, that 
Australia entered a severe economic depression. Business conditions were at their worst 
during the years from 1891 to 1893, but nonetheless Chambers boldly set up as an 
independent practitioner at the beginning of 1893, severing his partnership with the McCredie 
brothers. He continued to practice from his office in Gordon Chambers, conveniently located 
adjacent to the busy Eagle Street and Petrie Bight wharves. The parting with the McCredies 
was an amicable one, and in 1895 he supervised for them the construction of a large office 
building for Burns, Philp & Company, which still stands in Townsville. 
 
An intermittent and long-running project, which may have brought in some much-needed 
income during the depression years, was the construction of the Trades and Labour Hall in 
Turbot Street (1890-94, demolished). 
 
As business conditions began to improve after 1893, there was an upturn in construction of 
warehouses and shops. Smellie & Company, importers of machinery and hardware, became 
valued clients of Claude Chambers, and he designed large bulk stores for them in Edward 
Street (1895) and in Ballow Street, Fortitude Valley (1900, demolished). A large warehouse 
was erected at Petrie Bight for the tea merchants, Edwards & Company (1900-1, 
demolished), and there were also various small shop projects, some of them in country towns. 
 
In the prosaic world of industrial architecture, Chambers executed some substantial 
commissions during the 1890s, the largest of which was probably a printery in Turbot Street 
(1889, demolished). A large factory complex at Newstead for Lysaght Brothers was planned 
in 1896, but never erected. 
 
It is unlikely that Chambers saw domestic architecture as a major part of his practice, and it 
would be unwise to make too many generalisations about his work in this area, because we 
have no information concerning the majority of the houses which he designed during this 
period. A handful of the larger projects are known to us, but even among these there are some 
for which no pictorial evidence can be located. 
 
Throughout Australia, the 1890s saw the rise of a style which was then known as "Queen 
Anne," with red, face-brick walls and Marseilles tile roofs, and verandas decorated with a 
wealth of ornamental timber brackets, valances, and balustrades. Chambers proved to be a 
master of this style, as he demonstrated in the 1897 two-storey mansion at Indooroopilly 
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which was initially known as Indoocombe, but later renamed Ross Roy. An 1898 one-storey 
"cottage" at New Farm, called Wybenia (demolished), was another fine example of the style.  
 
Despite his southern background, Chambers was also very competent in dealing with the 
local timber-based domestic styles. Early in his Brisbane career he designed a large house at 
Wellington Point, called Fernbourne (later renamed Whepstead). It was built in 1889 and is 
an attractive two-storey example of a timber mansion in the Victorian Filigree style. 
 
These were eventful years in Chambers' family life. His three sons were born during this 
decade: Cuthbert Evelyn (Charlie) in 1890, Robert William Laws in 1893, and Kenneth 
Gordon in 1898. During the earlier part of the decade the family were living in New Farm, at 
Blakesley, a six-roomed house with kitchen, stables, and coach-house, which stood in Abbott 
Street, between Merthyr Road and Sydney Street. Around 1898 they moved to Highclere, a 
large "gentleman's residence" located approximately on the site of modern Highclere Street at 
Clayfield. During the following years, Chambers designed or modified a number of houses 
for his neighbours in this area. 
 
Now a mature family man, Chambers had to make do with more sedate recreations, such as 
tennis and chess. He was an active member of the Johnsonian Club, a gentlemen's club with 
fine rooms in Adelaide Street. He continued his work for the Queensland Institute of 
Architects, although that organisation became virtually defunct during the depression years.  
 
Some of the more important projects of Claude Chambers from this period will now be 
examined in detail. 
 
Maritime 
 
The major maritime project during this period was the Norman Wharf, erected in 1891-92 for 
the Australasian United Steam Navigation Company (AUSN). The AUSN already had two 
wharves along the riverbank, the first running from the northern end of Margaret Street to the 
northern end of Mary Street, and the second located further downstream, running from the 
end of Creek Street in the direction of the Customs House. The section of the riverbank 
between these two wharves adjoined the southern extension of Eagle Street, where the city's 
produce markets had originally stood. With the opening of the new produce markets near 
Roma Street station, the old wharves between Creek and Mary Streets were becoming 
derelict and the City Council agreed to lease this area to the AUSN to erect a new wharf, 
which would effectively close the gap between the two existing AUSN wharves. The gap 
could not be completely closed, because there was a landing at the end of Creek Street which 
gave access to the vehicular ferry which connected the city with Kangaroo Point. 
 
Chambers designed a wharf 380 feet (116 metres) in length, with closed and open sheds 
running the length of the wharf. There was a large engine-house near Mary Street to run 
hydraulic lifts and cranes. His plans included adjacent warehouses in Eagle Street, three 
storeys high in red face-brick with terracotta dressings, in a Renaissance style, but these 
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warehouses were never built. The Norman Wharf (named after the new governor of 
Queensland) was a key part of Brisbane's wharf system for decades, but it ended its life as a 
carpark, and was finally demolished around 1988 to make way for a dining and recreational 
precinct, called Eagle Street Pier. 
 
 
Norman Wharf for AUSN Co., between Mary & Creek Streets, Brisbane   
Erected 1891-92, and now demolished. The three-storey warehouses behind 
the wharf were never built. This drawing also shows at the left the 1888 
warehouse called O'Reilly's Bond (designed by A.L. & G. McCredie, 
demolished) and the AUSN offices, Naldham House (1888-89, also designed 
by the McCredies and supervised by Chambers, and still standing). 
 
The large import firm of D.L. Brown & Company (from 1898 known as Thomas Brown & 
Sons) was another important client. It had two wharves, the first running upstream from the 
Customs House to behind the large Brown warehouse in Eagle Street, and the second near 
Parliament House, on the riverbank between the southern ends of Margaret and Alice Streets. 
This latter wharf was known as the Short Street Wharf, because of a small, now vanished 
street which connected Margaret and Alice Streets. It was 290 feet (88 metres) in length and 
was erected in 1891. Evidence suggests that it was designed by Chambers, and in 1892 he 
certainly called for tenders for the erection of customs offices on this wharf. 
 
In 1893, just after the disastrous flood, Chambers designed for D.L. Brown & Company a 
large brick store for wool-dumping (i.e. the compression of wool bales into smaller units for 
shipping). This very plain, functional building stood on the corner of Short and Alice Streets, 
adjacent to the Short Street wharf. It included an engine-room and a 70-foot (21 metre) 
chimney stack, which stood for over seventy years, long after it had ceased to have any 
practical use. 
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Short Street wharf for D.L. Brown & Co.  (1891, demolished) 
The 1893 wool-dumping store is the building with a tall chimney stack 
 
Industrial 
 
Probably the largest industrial project designed by Chambers and erected during this period 
was a three-storey brick printery for a short-lived enterprise named the Queensland 
Lithographic Process Company. This building (now demolished) stood on the eastern side of 
Turbot Street, between North Quay and George Street. No image of it has been located, but it 
was described in the press.2 
 
In 1895-96 Chambers supervised extensions, in timber and iron, to the large and colourful 
brick premises of the West End Brewery (demolished), which stood at South Brisbane on the 
corner formed by Merivale Street, Montague Road and Boundary Street. The extensions were 
at the rear, and included a new bottling department and also a chimney stack. 
 
A very large project which was never realised was the wire-netting and galvanised iron 
factory for Lysaght Brothers, which Chambers designed in 1896. The Lysaght firm had 
purchased the Newstead House property, and intended to use it as the site of their factory, 
with a wharf along the riverbank immediately upstream from the mouth of Breakfast Creek. 
A country newspaper probably spoke for most Queenslanders when it remarked that 
 
the conversion of the sweet spot into a smoky factory will not add to the beauty of the 
scenery, but it will add, and very largely, to the wealth of the community, which is the more 
important consideration.3 
 
Fortunately the project was abandoned. The Newstead House property was acquired by the 
City Council in 1918 for parkland, and the house itself was preserved as a much-valued relic 
of Brisbane's colonial history. 
  
 
2 Brisbane Courier, 21 May 1890, p.6. 
3 Charleville Times, 22 August 1896, supplement p.1. 
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Commercial 
 
In 1890 Chambers called for tenders for the erection of five shops in Edward Street. This 
would certainly have been a masonry structure (as required by the city's building by-laws), 
but it has not been possible to locate any further information on this project.  
 
Fortunately the attractive red-brick bulk store erected in 1895 at the lower end of Edward 
Street for the machinery and hardware merchants, Smellie & Company, is still standing. It 
was of one storey, with a mezzanine, and the design of the façade, with its large central arch 
and two smaller flanking arches, suggests that Chambers was already under the influence of 
the "American Romanesque" style, which was starting to become popular in the Australian 
colonies. With a porphyry foundation, a base-course of darker brick, and decorative cement 
facings, this façade is quite a colourful composition. The baroque doorway on the left-hand 
side is a later addition. 
 
 
Bulk store for Smellie & Co., 32 Edward St, Brisbane  (1895) 
 
Another large project for Smellie & Company was the 1900 brick bulk store in Ballow Street, 
Fortitude Valley, which stood on the southern corner of Wickham Street (demolished). 
 
In 1900-1 a large warehouse was erected in Adelaide Street, backing onto the Petrie Bight 
wharves, for the tea merchants, Edwards & Company. It was a brick building, of two storeys 
and a basement, with a rendered front in the restrained post-boom manner. The parapet and 
pediment were very similar to those of the 1895 Smellie bulk store in Edward Street. The 
entry was a little more elaborate than that of the Smellie building, as this structure was clearly 
something more than a warehouse and also contained the firm's offices. 
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Warehouse for Edwards & Co., 455 Adelaide Street, Petrie Bight  (1900-1, demolished) 
 
It is unfortunate that the plans which Chambers drew up in 1900 for a never-erected 
extension to the Roma Street markets have not survived. Newspaper reports tell us that this 
was to have been of two storeys, in red brick with stone dressings, in a Romanesque style 
"entirely novel to Brisbane," and that the floors of the shops were to be supported on "Monier 
arches."4 Thus Chambers planned to use this building to experiment with both the popular 
new American Romanesque style of architecture, and the revolutionary technology of 
reinforced concrete, both of which would feature in his work in the following years. 
 
Offices 
 
Although Chambers supervised two large office buildings for the McCredie Brothers during 
this period (Naldham House at Mary Street, erected 1888-89, and the Burns Philp offices in 
Townsville, erected 1895), the only significant office building which he designed himself 
during this early phase of his career was a two-storey building for the contractor John Joseph 
Lovekin. It was erected in 1889-90 on the western corner of Creek Street and Eagle Lane, and 
was named Norman Chambers (as another tribute to the recently appointed governor of the 
colony, Sir Henry Norman). The structure was of rendered brick, in the more simplified 
classical style which was then emerging in reaction to the excesses of the Boom Style. The 
pediments were almost identical with the pediment of the later Edwards warehouse, and were 
topped with the same palmette acroterion. Initially the principal tenant was the Colonial 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, with a suite of offices "all fitted up in a really splendid 
style."5 
 
 
4 Brisbane Courier, 28 December 1900, p.7. 
5 Queenslander, 31 May 1890, p.1016. 
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Norman Chambers, 49 Creek Street, Brisbane  (1889-90, demolished) 
 
Houses 
 
Fernbourne, an 1889 two-storey timber residence at Wellington Point for the sawmill-
proprietor, Gilbert Burnett, was probably the first large house which Chambers designed in 
Brisbane. Queensland timber houses would have been something of a novelty to him, but this 
house, now known as Whepstead, with its single-skin, vertically jointed chamferboard walls, 
is still standing, so the contractor clearly knew his business. The style was a traditional one 
(now described as "filigree"), with encircling verandas, those at the upper level adorned with 
cast iron brackets, valances and balustrades. Additionally, the central flat section of the roof 
is surrounded by a cast iron balustrade. The dormer windows in the corrugated iron roof, the 
decorative gable infills, and the acroteria on the gutters are all typical of the style. Internally, 
the main rooms have the large fireplaces which Chambers considered so important, although 
they were largely superfluous in the Brisbane climate. 
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Fernbourne (later Whepstead), 563 Main Road, Wellington Point  (1889) 
 
The railway contractor, George Charles Willcocks (1857-1916), was one of Chambers' most 
important clients. In 1890 Willcocks had purchased the fine old house, Wynberg, in 
Brunswick Street, New Farm, and Chambers made various extensions and additions to it over 
the years, including a rather grand ballroom.  
 
    
Details of additions to Wynberg, 790 Brunswick Street, New Farm  (about 1904) 
Left: ballroom fireplace.  Right: Art Nouveau stained glass with the owner's initials. 
 
In 1895-96 four smaller houses of rendered brickwork were erected in Moreton Street, New 
Farm, as an investment for Willcocks, and to a design by Chambers. Here again the roofs 
have a flat central section with iron balustrading, and decorative ironwork is also to be seen 
on the verandas, which span the front of each house and have a short return along each side. 
Each house has a large and striking front gable, with a porthole vent, rising-sun infills, a 
timber finial, and acroteria at the ends and corners of the gutters. These houses were built to 
be rented to financially secure, middle-class tenants, and the interior decoration was of an 
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appropriate standard, with fine fireplaces and step-through windows opening onto the ceiled 
veranda. 
 
 
Houses for George C. Willcocks, 28-44 Moreton Street, New Farm  (1895-96) 
 
It is probably safe to assume that the grandest house designed by Chambers during this period 
was the two-storey, seven-bedroom, red cavity-brick mansion erected in 1897 at rural 
Indooroopilly for the tea merchant, Daniel Collings. Initially named Indoocombe, it was 
given the name Ross Roy by a later owner, and is now the centrepiece of St Peter's Lutheran 
College. Chambers began working on this project early in 1896, calling for tenders, firstly for 
clearing and fencing the six-acre (2.4 hectares) block, next for ploughing and breaking up the 
soil, then for forming a carriage drive and excavating the site, and finally for laying half a 
mile (800 metres) of water piping. Construction of the house began early in 1897.  
 
 
Indoocombe, later called Ross Roy, 60 Harts Road, Indooroopilly  (1897) 
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There was apparently a second phase of construction in 1900, when Chambers called for 
tenders for alterations to a residence at Indooroopilly, at the same time as the owner was 
taking out a large mortgage. It is thought that much of the fine internal detail was executed 
during this second phase. 
 
This house exhibits many of the standard features of the Federation Queen Anne style, with 
its tuck-pointed, red-brick walls, Marseilles tile roof, gables with finials and rising-sun infills, 
wide verandas decorated with elaborate timber fretwork, leadlight sash windows, and faceted 
(i.e. multi-sided) bays projecting at the side and rear. Internally it is richly decorated, 
although it was just a little too early for the Art Nouveau features which would soon become 
standard in houses of this style. The fireplaces are ornate, especially in the dining room, 
where the fireplace and its surround occupy almost a whole wall. The stair hall features an 
oak parquetry floor, elaborate plasterwork, a finely turned balustrade, and it is lit at the upper 
level by three lead-light sash windows in cedar frames which were carved in a Renaissance 
style. 
 
 
Dining room at Ross Roy, 1922 
 
In the year following the erection of Indoocombe, Chambers was calling for tenders for "the 
erection and completion of cottage residence (brick) at New Farm."6 This seems like a very 
modest description for the large one-storey house (called Wybenia) which was erected for the 
pearling magnate, James Clark, above the riverbank near what is now the corner of Mark 
 
6 Brisbane Courier, 22 April 1898, p.1. 
19 
 
Street and Elystan Road. Sadly it was demolished in 1968, but a surviving photo shows that 
this was another fine example of the Federation Queen Anne style, with a Marseilles tile roof 
decorated with terracotta ridge crestings and finials, and elaborate fretwork on the veranda 
and gable. 
 
 
Wybenia, cnr Mark Street & Elystan Road, New Farm  (1898, demolished) 
 
Other 
 
In 1889, the Trades and Labour Union in Brisbane requested designs from six architects for a 
new Trades and Labour Hall to be built on the eastern side of Turbot Street, between Albert 
and Edward Streets. Five firms responded, and the Government Architect, George Connolly, 
was asked to act as adjudicator. He selected the design prepared by Claude Chambers, 
without suggesting any alterations. Work on this building was very protracted. Chambers 
called for tenders for its construction in February 1890, but as it was later reported that the 
work had been performed by day labour, it seems unlikely that any contract for construction 
was ever signed. There were also problems with the railway tunnel which ran beneath the 
site, and this had to be strengthened before work could commence. The financial position of 
the unions during these depression years was precarious, and funding was always a problem. 
Chambers was eventually paid £117 in fees, but it is unlikely that he was paid promptly. The 
building was not finally opened until May 1894. 
 
The design was a Free Classical one, executed in rendered brickwork, although some of the 
dressings were apparently of stone. On the ground floor, the bays were separated by 
rusticated piers, with a round-arched doorway flanked by fluted pilasters. The two upper 
floors were spanned by Ionic pilasters, and the top floor was enhanced with balconettes. The 
central bay was emphasised, and rose to a fairly simple pediment, flanked by an Italian 
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balustrade. The original plan had proposed urns for the balustrade and pediment, but by the 
time the building was completed that type of fiddly decoration was going out of fashion and 
the urns were omitted. 
 
 
Trades and Labour Hall, Turbot Street, Brisbane  (1890-94, demolished) 
Left: original perspective drawing.  Right: early photograph. 
 
Internally, the entrance hall had a simple concrete floor. The interior was redecorated in a 
more elaborate fashion during a 1914-15 renovation, but no evidence has been found to 
indicate that Chambers was involved in that project. There were large meeting rooms on 
either side of the entrance hall, and a staircase rose to the first floor, which was occupied by 
the principal meeting room. The top floor contained nine rooms, as offices for different 
labour organisations and for The Worker newspaper, which had an engine and publishing 
shed at the rear of the building. 
 
The original plan also provided for a great hall at the rear, capable of seating a thousand 
people. It was to have spanned two floors, with galleries at the upper level, and a roof with a 
louvred lantern, but it was never constructed. The building thus proved to be too small, and a 
larger Trades and Labour Hall was erected in Upper Edward Street in 1920. The old building 
was acquired by the State Government and was used for various purposes throughout its long 
life. It was finally demolished about 1967 to make way for a twenty-five-storey building for 
the State Government Insurance Office (later Suncorp), which was designed by Conrad 
Gargett. 
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4. Edwardian (1901-1910) 
 
The first decade of the new century was generally a time of economic and social progress in 
Queensland. During the early years of the decade a disastrous drought (now referred to as the 
Federation Drought) had a serious impact on rural industries, but the completion of railway 
lines into the far interior of the state permitted a significant expansion of the pastoral 
industry, once the drought had broken. This was also a decade of rapid increase in trade 
unionism, reflected in improved wages and increased purchasing-power for much of the 
working population, and this further stimulated commerce. All of these factors were 
beneficial for established architectural practitioners, like Claude Chambers. 
 
To handle the growing output of the pastoral sector, new wharves were required. In about 
1898 the sugar refinery on the Bulimba Reach of the Brisbane River at New Farm was 
connected by rail to the main northern railway line near Bowen Hills. This new branch line 
followed the riverbank from Commercial Road to the refinery, and immediately stimulated 
the development of new wharves in the Teneriffe area. Around 1903 the firm of Wills, 
Gilchrist and Sanderson took over the Mercantile Wharf at Teneriffe and began a long 
process of expansion, the supervision of which they entrusted to Claude Chambers. On a 
large site facing this wharf, towards the end of the decade Chambers would erect for 
Winchcombe Carson Limited the largest wool store which Brisbane had yet seen. 
 
It is less obvious why Chambers should have been designing wool and produce stores for a 
site in Victoria Park, fronting Bowen Bridge Road, but here again the railway was the 
decisive factor. The little-used branch line which served the Exhibition grounds ran past this 
site and provided the essential connection between the inland producers and the wharves at 
Teneriffe and Pinkenba. Both the New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency and the 
Australian Estates and Mortgage Company developed large stores at Victoria Park 
(demolished), and both employed Chambers as their architect. 
 
At the same time, the old wharves in the central city were still very much in use, and 
Chambers designed new produce stores in the Margaret Street area for Winchcombe Carson 
and William Mofflin and Company (both demolished). However there were growing 
complaints about the location of such "stink warehouses"1 in the vicinity of the residential 
precinct around George Street, and it was becoming obvious that the future of Brisbane's port 
lay downstream. 
 
The increasing prosperity of the Queensland community during this decade is clearly 
reflected in the large number of commercial premises designed by Chambers. These 
buildings catered for every possible need. Hardware and agricultural supplies were dispensed 
from warehouses like that erected in Townsville for an established Brisbane client, Smellie & 
Company (demolished), or from the huge new James Campbell warehouse near the Brisbane 
 
1 Truth (Brisbane), 25 September 1910, p.7. 
22 
 
River in Creek Street (demolished), or from Brisbane's first skyscraper, the warehouse 
erected at the end of the decade for Perry Brothers, which still stands on the corner of 
Elizabeth and Albert Streets. 
 
For more frivolous purchases, Chambers designed new premises in Queen Street for the 
leading firm of gentlemen's outfitters, Pike Brothers (demolished), and likewise for the music 
retailers, Palings Limited (demolished). That invention of the Victorian era, the "department 
store," was now reaching its apogee, and Chambers designed a "big block" in Queen Street 
for Finney Isles and Company; it would be Brisbane's most elite department store for decades 
to come. There were also department stores to serve the customer with a more limited budget, 
and they were all grist to the mill of Claude Chambers, who designed buildings for Bayards 
in South Brisbane (demolished) and Overell & Sons in Fortitude Valley. 
 
A more affluent community also demanded better pubs, and the design or renovation of 
hotels was another significant sphere of activity for Chambers during this decade. 
 
Although many of the buildings which Chambers designed at this time included office 
accommodation, his only office building during these years was the modest two-storey 
Trinity Chambers in Wharf Street (demolished), erected for George Wills & Company, for 
whom he also designed an attractive warehouse around the corner in Adelaide Street 
(demolished). 
 
Successful architectural practices depend on good and regular clients. One of Chambers' most 
valued patrons was William Davies (1847-1927), a Welshman who had made his fortune on 
the Gympie goldfields. In the early years of the new century Davies moved to Brisbane, and 
had Chambers design for him an opulent two-storey brick mansion at Auchenflower, named 
Drysllwyn. For this project, Chambers reused many ideas from the earlier Collings house at 
Indooroopilly (now known as Ross Roy). Other projects for Davies included a warehouse in 
Adelaide Street which was leased to the Dunlop Rubber Company (demolished), a fine two-
storey timber house on Wickham Terrace (Milford), and beside it a rebuilt brick boarding 
house of three storeys (Montpelier). 
 
Residential work did not form a large part of Chambers' portfolio during this decade. He was 
probably too busy with larger projects to have time for domestic architecture. Not all of the 
houses designed during these years can be identified today, but the largest of them (after 
Drysllwyn) was probably the splendid Blair Lodge at Hamilton, which Robert Riddel has 
described as being in a Queen Anne style "translated to a timber vocabulary."2 The upper 
floor which Chambers added to an old nineteenth-century house at Hamilton, Mayfield, 
created another attractive timber composition, but one which sadly has been demolished. 
 
 
2 Rod Fisher and Brian Crozier (eds), The Queensland House: A Roof over our Heads (Brisbane: Queensland 
Museum, 1994), p.56. 
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Fortunately the Free Classical, polychrome façade of the Commercial Traveller's Club in 
Elizabeth Street is still standing, although the filigree Brisbane Club in Queen Street has long 
been demolished. The design of the latter was probably more the work of Eaton and Bates, a 
Queensland firm which relocated to Sydney, and with which Chambers maintained some sort 
of relationship as Queensland representative. 
 
Of the many committees on which Chambers served, one of the more prominent was the 
council of the National Association, which every August organised the all-important Brisbane 
Exhibition. He served as architect to the association, mostly designing small projects, but the 
new grandstand of 1906 (now known as the John MacDonald Stand) is something of a 
Brisbane landmark. 
 
In 1901 Chambers served as president of the Queensland Institute of Architects, and in that 
capacity he attended a conference of architects which convened in Sydney on 31 December 
1900. At the end of the first day of deliberations, Chambers was one of the proposers of a 
motion supporting the formation of a federal institute representing the architects of Australia. 
This motion was accepted unanimously, but the road towards federation would still be a long 
one.  
 
In 1904, Chambers and W.C. Voller represented the Queensland Institute of Architects on a 
committee set up to examine the new building bylaws adopted by the Brisbane Municipal 
Council. Although far from perfect, these bylaws were a welcome first step towards a 
Building Act, for which the Institute had long campaigned. 
 
In discussing Chambers' contributions to architecture in Brisbane during this period, it would 
be remiss to omit the role which he played during 1901-2 in organising a competition to 
design a new Presbyterian Church for the corner of Ann and Creek Streets. The conditions of 
the competition called for a building "bold in character," and ideally with a tower.3 As 
professional assessor to the church's Building Committee, Chambers probably played a 
significant role in the decision to award first prize to the strikingly original and progressive 
design submitted by George D. Payne, which is still one of the architectural highlights of 
Brisbane. 
 
In 1905 Chambers took into his employment a young architect named Lange Powell, who 
had been born in Rockhampton in 1886 as the son of a Methodist minister. Powell had 
trained as an articled pupil with the Brisbane firm of Addison and Corrie, and would work 
with Chambers for almost four years, with the exception of a six-month period during 1907, 
when he took a post as draftsman with the Queensland Public Works Department. Powell had 
had only a primary-school education and, unlike Chambers, he never saw himself as an 
engineer. Nonetheless, he was a very talented architect, with significant artistic gifts, and no 
doubt provided invaluable assistance to Chambers at a time when the latter's workload was 
growing rapidly. In March 1906 Chambers moved his office to Colonial Mutual Chambers, at 
 
3 Brisbane Courier, 14 October 1902, p.7. 
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289 Queen Street, a newly erected building designed by the firm of Eaton and Bates with 
whom, as already noted, Chambers maintained a business relationship. 
 
In December 1901 the Chambers family moved from Highclere to Oakleigh, a large house 
(now demolished) which stood in Merthyr Road, New Farm, opposite Mark Street. They 
would remain here until Chambers and his wife moved to Sydney in 1915. 
 
 
Oakleigh, Merthyr Road, New Farm, in the early 1920s 
The Chambers family lived here from 1901 to 1915 
 
"Mr and Mrs C.W. Chambers" were frequently mentioned in the social columns of the 
Brisbane newspapers during this decade, often in the company of their daughter Ida, who 
made her debut into Brisbane society in 1906.  
 
The first decade of the twentieth century saw a rapid development in the popularity of the 
sport of lawn bowls, which Chambers embraced enthusiastically. He was initially a member 
of the Booroodabin club, and then played a leading role in the establishment of a New Farm 
Bowls Club. As honorary architect, he was responsible for the preparation of the club's 
greens in 1907-8, publishing tender notices for "500 cubic yards, more or less, of scrub soil."4  
"Scrub soil" was the term then used for rainforest soil. The greens are still in use at the club's 
premises in Brunswick Street, opposite New Farm Park. 
 
In October 1908 Chambers' talented assistant, Lange Powell, left Australia to spend almost 
two years working in England and travelling in Europe. He made excellent use of these 
opportunities and returned to Brisbane in August 1910. In October 1910 Chambers took him 
into partnership, to create the new practice of Chambers and Powell. 
 
4 Brisbane Courier, 6 July 1907, p.16. 
25 
 
 
Some of the more important projects of Claude Chambers from this period will now be 
examined in detail. 
 
Maritime 
 
From an architectural viewpoint there is not much to be said about the cluster of wool and 
produce stores which Chambers designed for a site in Victoria Park, fronting Bowen Bridge 
Road, opposite the Exhibition Grounds. They were erected in the years after 1908, in the 
knowledge that the lease on this site was only temporary. As a consequence, they were 
simple timber and corrugated iron structures, sometimes up to three storeys high, and some of 
them with sawtooth roofs. The clients were the New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency 
(NZLMA) and the Australian Estates and Mortgage Company. In 1926 the City Council 
finally insisted on the demolition of these ugly structures. In 1925-26 the NZLMA erected a 
large new brick warehouse at Vernon Terrace, Teneriffe, designed by the Sydney architects, 
Kent and Massie, which is today known as the Mactaggarts Wool Store. 
 
 
New Zealand Loan & Mercantile Agency Wool Store, Victoria Park, 1926 
(1908, extended 1909; demolished) 
 
The Winchcombe Carson wool store, erected 1910-11 in Vernon Terrace, Teneriffe, is a very 
different structure. It was designed as a flagship, brick structure, prominently situated on the 
river and visible from all the many passing passenger steamers. It is a huge building, of four 
floors, each about one acre (or 4,000 square metres) in extent. The façade is pleasantly 
polychrome, with recessed sections faced in red brick, and the central and lateral sections 
rendered in a cream colour. The parapet is of a modernised Baroque design, and the façade is 
lightly decorated with quoins and exaggerated keystones to the segmentally arched sash 
windows. At ground level, large sliding doors opened onto the platform of a railway siding, 
which was connected to the branch railway line which ran along Vernon Terrace. 
 
Internally, massive hardwood storey posts still support the upper floors. The flooring was 
strengthened by an underlying network of herringbone struts. The top floor was designed as a 
showroom for wool-buyers, and was more decoratively finished, with slender octagonal 
timber columns supporting a sawtooth roof. The ridges of the roof run east-west, to capture 
the milder southern light, and the roof is ceiled in tongue-and-groove timber. This top floor 
originally included a timber-panelled dining room and other facilities for the buyers. There 
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were originally a passenger lift and two wool lifts, all operated by electricity supplied by the 
Brisbane Tramway Company. 
 
This building was extended to the rear in 1934. It has now been remodelled as a residential 
apartment building. 
 
 
Winchcombe Carson Wool Store, Vernon Terrace, Teneriffe  (1910-11) 
 
On the riverbank in front of the Winchcombe Carson wool store was the Mercantile Wharf, 
owned by Wills, Gilchrist and Sanderson. During 1910-11 Chambers supervised large 
projects to rebuild and lengthen this wharf. This involved the construction of concrete 
retaining walls, the insertion of new piles of ironbark timber, redecking, the reconstruction of 
sheds, and the laying of a railway siding. Nothing remains of this structure, but the plans of 
the work survive.5 
 
Commercial 
 
When examining Chambers' extensive output of commercial architecture, it is important to 
remember that the buildings can essentially be divided into two types. On the one hand, there 
were plainer, more functional buildings, which served wholesalers, farmers, and tradesmen. 
On the other hand, there were more ornate buildings, which dealt in "soft goods" and luxury 
items, for a clientele with aspirations to elegance. 
 
We have already seen that the importers of machinery and hardware, Smellie & Company, 
had awarded Chambers some significant commissions in Brisbane. He went on to design a 
 
5 University of Queensland Fryer Library, Lund Hutton Ryan Morton Collection, UQFL211, job no.58. 
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large building for them on the corner of Sturt and Stanley Streets in Townsville (1901, 
demolished). It was another of his Free Classical designs, executed in brick, making effective 
use (as Chambers so often did) of contrasting areas of red face-brick and stucco render. The 
bays were delineated by rendered pilasters, but the tall, narrow, metal casement windows 
(grouped in threes) were set in panels of face-brick. These bays were surmounted by a tall 
parapet, with pediments of the rather heavy Classical type which we have seen in Chambers' 
earlier work. The entrances were given round arches with exaggerated keystones. The 
entrance to the offices (from Sturt Street) was treated more elaborately, with wrought-iron 
gates, steps of Magnetic Island granite, and a vestibule floor laid with encaustic tiles. 
 
This building was destroyed by fire in November 1911, but quickly reinstated. It remained a 
Townsville landmark for at least another seventy years. 
 
 
Warehouse and offices for Smellie & Co., Sturt & Stanley Streets, Townsville 
Showing the building as reinstated in 1912 after fire. Now demolished. 
 
For over a century, the firm of Pike Brothers was one of the leading purveyors of menswear 
in Brisbane. In 1888, a few years after the foundation of the firm, their Queen Street premises 
were extended to designs of Richard Gailey senior. In 1902 they acquired an adjacent shop, 
and Chambers was commissioned to extend and renovate it, and incorporate it into the 
existing structure. This additional two-storey building was lit by a lantern roof made from 
reflecting glass. The project included new offices, and in the following year the façade of the 
whole complex was remodelled, with new glass showcases and an unusual trellis-work 
parapet above the awning, carrying the name of the firm in gold lettering. 
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In 1910, Chambers designed an additional third floor for the Pike Brothers building, and he 
completely remodelled the façade. The design was an unusual one. Large windows were 
essential to illuminate retail premises, and there were eleven bays of windows, of varying 
width, in the front elevation. The bays were separated by simple brick piers, divided into 
bands of red face-brick and white cement render. The façade was topped by a prominent 
cornice, including two triangular pediments, with a tall brick parapet above that, carrying the 
name of the firm. The shopfronts were also remodelled to create a central entrance. Electric 
elevators were installed. 
 
 
Pike Brothers, 85-91 Queen Street, Brisbane  (demolished) 
This photo was taken soon after the 1910 remodelling 
 
The railway contractor, George C. Willcocks, has already been mentioned as one of 
Chambers' clients. In 1904, three-storey retail premises were erected for him in Queen Street, 
just south of the General Post Office, to be let to the firm of Shaw & Sons, who sold a wide 
range of household goods. The design of the façade was quite unprecedented in Brisbane, 
being largely executed in rock-faced granite from Enoggera. The five bays of the front 
elevation employed the continuous-pier-and-arch structure which was characteristic of the 
American Romanesque style. The very prominent bracketed cornice was surmounted by a 
low, stepped parapet. At ground level, the large display windows were separated by pillars of 
a polished granite imported from Melbourne. Above the awning, a panel of polished marble 
spanned the frontage, carrying the name of the tenants. 
 
Internally, the structure was just as solid, supported by ironbark storey-posts, twelve inches 
(30 centimetres) square. Fine cedar staircases gave access to the upper floors. The side walls 
were of brick on concrete foundations, and they were so strong that they were retained when 
29 
 
the rest of this building was demolished in 1929 to erect an eleven-storey skyscraper for the 
Commercial Bank of Australia. 
 
 
Granite Buildings, 249-253 Queen Street, Brisbane  (1904, demolished) 
 
Robert Skerrett Exton (1851-1921) had set up business in Brisbane in 1883 as a colour, oil 
and glass merchant. His firm became the leading interior decorators in Brisbane, and 
Chambers frequently worked with them. Exton's showrooms were in Queen Street, but in 
1907 a warehouse was erected for him in Ann Street, which was designed by Chambers. It 
was a solid, two-storey building (plus basement), with brick walls and an internal structure of 
timber. 
 
Only the façade remains, and it is a simple but nicely proportioned composition in red face-
brick. Here again the continuous-pier-and-arch structure has been used, although the central 
arch is wider, taller, and projects slightly. The red face-brick is relieved by the use of darker 
brick as a base course and for the voussoirs of the arches, and also by rendered string courses. 
The spandrels between the windows of the ground and first floors are rendered, with a Greek 
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key motif. A dentilled cornice and pediment is surmounted by a low parapet. The original 
entrance was in the centre bay. 
 
 
Warehouse for R.S. Exton & Co., 333 Ann Street, Brisbane  (1907) 
 
The new warehouse in Creek Street (opposite the southern end of Eagle Street) for the old-
established firm of builders' merchants, James Campbell & Son, was erected in two phases, 
between 1907 and 1909. When complete, the building had a frontage of about 32 metres and 
a depth of about 40 metres. It was an imposing six storeys in height, and impressively closed 
the view at the southern end of Eagle Street. Here again Chambers used the continuous-pier-
and-arch arrangement of the seven bays of the façade. The bow windows were designed to 
bring a maximum of light into the building. Chambers liked polychrome effects, and the 
façade was constructed in red face-brick, with cement facings which were coated in green 
and yellow distemper. The two lowest floors were treated more elaborately, with rusticated 
pilasters and large consoles supporting a prominent stringcourse. A heavy bracketed cornice 
supported the parapet. 
 
Internally, the building was arranged around a central courtyard, which acted as a light well 
and facilitated deliveries. There was access to this courtyard both from the Creek Street 
frontage, via a vehicle entrance on the left-hand side, and from Elizabeth Street, via a lane 
beside the Commercial Travellers' Club (another Chambers building), which was being 
erected at much the same time. There were two electric lifts, and the passenger lift had a case 
of silky oak. The main staircase was also of silky oak and the ceilings were of stamped steel. 
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By 1939 the two topmost floors were being leased as offices. The firm continued to prosper 
in the years after the Second World War, but by the 1970s the inner city was no longer a 
suitable location for a hardware firm. The building was demolished around 1973. 
 
 
Premises for James Campbell & Sons, 12-20 Creek Street, Brisbane  (1907-9, demolished) 
 
The firm of Finney Isles & Company was founded in 1864 and soon established itself as one 
of Brisbane's leading department stores, occupying large premises known as the "Big Block" 
on the south-eastern corner of Adelaide and Edward Streets, which had been erected in 1887-
88 to a design by Richard Gailey senior. Twenty years later, that building was no longer 
adequate, and the firm made plans for the creation of a new department store which would 
outstrip anything yet seen in Brisbane. They chose Claude Chambers to design it for them. 
 
The new "Big Block" was actually two new, adjoining buildings, one with frontage to Queen 
Street and one with frontage to Adelaide Street, located in the block between Albert and 
Edward Streets. As Queen Street was the premier retail precinct of Brisbane, the frontage to 
Queen Street was intended to be the more impressive. It was of five floors, with a basement, 
erected in reinforced concrete. A local newspaper reported that "the use of this material 
marks a departure in local building … [it] will be stronger and more durable than brick 
work."6 The Romanesque influence is again to be seen here, in the five bays of the façade, 
separated by piers with attached clustered columns, topped by floral capitals. Each of these 
bays is divided by a mullion (also with an attached column), so that at the topmost level there 
are five biforate windows, each surmounted by an oculus, a standard motif of the 
Romanesque Revival. On the other hand, the floral wreaths above the windows, the 
 
6 Brisbane Courier, 1 May 1909, p.12. 
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elaborately decorated cornice, and the pedimented parapet are more suggestive of the 
Baroque. At ground level, an awning sheltered the island display windows, which were 
ornamented with marble and brass. 
 
The Adelaide Street building was of only three floors, plus basement. The façade is simpler 
and more markedly Romanesque, being in face-brick, with five bays arranged on the 
continuous-pier-and-arch principle. It is topped by a heavy cornice and a stepped parapet 
rising to a triangular pediment. On both facades there was a form of clerestory above the 
ground-floor awning, to ensure that the latter did not obstruct light from reaching the interior. 
 
 
Finney Isles & Co., 196 Queen Street, Brisbane  (1908-10) 
Photographed in 1933 
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The showrooms were suitably luxurious, with decorative pressed metal ceilings, silky oak 
staircases, and electric passenger lifts, also in silky oak and with latticed ironwork. On the 
roof was a tearoom and roof garden, served by an express lift. This roof garden café was an 
innovation which was quickly copied elsewhere in Brisbane. It consisted of an enclosed room 
panelled in pine, stained in a shade of moss green, with linoleum of the same colour, while 
French windows led outside to the roof garden proper. There was a separate children's room 
with nursery maids, to ensure that customers could take refreshment undisturbed.  
 
The building was also innovative from a technical viewpoint. It was touted as being "self-
contained," because it had its own electricity generator in the basement, which consumed 
more than four tons of coke every week. The electricity was required to run the lifts, the 
pneumatic cash system, and also the numerous sewing machines on one of the upper floors, 
which was fitted out as a clothing factory. On the roof, a water-tower was available to feed 
the Grinnell automatic fire sprinklers. Brisbane was notoriously backward in the development 
of its sewerage system, so this large building was equipped with its own septic tank. 
 
"Finney's" was for decades the leading department store in Brisbane, a position reinforced 
when it was taken over in 1955 by the prestigious Sydney firm of David Jones Limited. 
David Jones has since expanded into the adjacent Queens Plaza complex, and only the 
façades of the old buildings remain. 
 
The warehouse which Chambers designed for the hardware merchants, Perry Brothers, and 
which still stands on the northeast corner of Elizabeth and Albert Streets, is generally 
regarded as being Brisbane's first skyscraper. The firm had a retail outlet in Queen Street and 
this building was intended to supply the wholesale trade. It was thus a functional and not a 
decorative structure. It was to be erected on reclaimed swampland, so the technical 
challenges posed by its design and construction were considerable. 
 
In the design one can perhaps see some lingering influence of the Romanesque Revival, 
which was now starting to be supplanted by newer influences. The continuous-pier structure 
is still present, but the round arches are seen only at the second level, and also at the top of 
the corner bays, which project slightly. The walls were of brick, but the two lower floors 
were rendered and rusticated. Above that, Chambers made the most of the contrast in colour 
between the red face-brick of the piers and the white render of the spandrels. The windows 
were suitably large. On the parapet, the treatment of the corner bays is quite flamboyant, with 
elaborate voussoirs, blood-and-bandages banding, and modelled tympana. 
 
Because of the swampy terrain, piles were driven to a depth of 72 feet (22 metres) to support 
the stone base-course. The load-bearing brick walls were complemented by an internal timber 
frame. The 10 inch (254 mm) square storey-posts which stand one atop the other, secured 
with steel yokes, still hold the building up, more than a century later. They were connected to 
the brick piers of the external wall (which were almost a metre thick in places) by massive 
timber floor joists. Perry Brothers owned the adjacent block in Albert Street, which served as 
a courtyard for the warehouse. There were two attached lift-wells for goods on this side of the 
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building, and the external fire escapes descended to the courtyard. A large tank on the roof 
stored water for the automatic fire sprinkler system 
 
The corner entrances gave access to a vestibule with a passenger lift. The lowest floor was 
slightly below pavement level and this semi-basement was the packing floor, with vehicular 
access from the courtyard in Albert Street. The next floor was the main reception area, 
accommodating the sales managers and show cases. The firm's offices were on the fourth 
level, with silky oak fittings. Both the second and fourth levels were finished to a higher 
standard, with art metal ceilings. All the other floors were devoted to the storage and display 
of goods. On the asphalted roof was a staff dining room. 
 
In 1923 Lange Powell (by then in partnership with George Gerald Hutton) added an 
additional (ninth) storey and refurbished the semi-basement to create a showroom of builders' 
requirements. The added storey was inserted behind the parapet and preserved the essential 
elements of Chambers' original design. In 1996 the building was remodelled as apartments. 
 
 
Perry House, cnr Elizabeth & Albert Streets, Brisbane  (1910-13) 
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Hotels 
 
There is little information available on much of Chambers' hotel work during this period. 
Internal remodelling and renovation usually produced little photographic documentation and 
were often ignored by the newspapers. However there was enthusiastic comment on the new 
urinals which Chambers installed in 1906 at the Palace Hotel, on the corner of Stanley and 
Melbourne Streets, South Brisbane. These consisted of three stalls in glazed earthenware, 
automatically flushed from a cistern, "the first of its kind erected in Queensland."7 
 
The 1901-2 renovation and extension of the Royal Hotel on the corner of Palmerin and 
Grafton Streets, Warwick, was a more significant project. In addition to renovating and 
painting the old building, Chambers designed a two-storey extension on an adjacent block in 
Palmerin Street. It was erected in rendered brick, with a prominent balcony on the upper 
floor, executed in the attractive timberwork which is typical of the period. There were two 
shopfronts for rental on the ground floor, and the remainder of the building was devoted to 
bedrooms, a drawing room, and service areas. 
 
 
Royal Hotel, cnr Palmerin & Grafton Streets, Warwick  (extended 1901-2) 
Photographed about 1917 
 
Probably the largest hotel project ever undertaken by Chambers was the rebuilding of the 
Pacific Hotel at Southport. The old building, originally erected in the 1870s, was a popular 
resort of the more affluent residents of Brisbane. When the businessman, Francis Manning, 
acquired the hotel early in 1909, he set about rebuilding it, and gave Chambers the task of 
drawing up the plans. The building stood on Marine Parade, facing the Broadwater, and 
Chambers adapted the vernacular domestic style to produce a two-storey timber building with 
wide, wrap-around verandas, a projecting gabled entrance, and Union Jack balustrading. It 
was demolished in 1927 to make way for a much more solid building designed by Hall and 
Prentice. 
 
7 Truth (Brisbane), 8 April 1906, p.8. 
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Pacific Hotel, Marine Parade, Southport  (1909, demolished) 
Photographed in 1917 
 
Houses 
 
Early in 1906 the Brisbane Courier reported that Claude Chambers was the architect for a 
"handsome two-storied brick villa residence at Auchenflower now being built for Mr Davies 
of Gympie. This structure will cost about £6000."8 There is little doubt that Drysllwyn, the 
house erected in Cadell Street, Auchenflower for the mining magnate, William Davies, was 
Chambers' largest domestic project. We know from surviving plans that the prodigiously 
talented local architect, Robin Dods, also submitted a design for this building, but Chambers' 
proposal was obviously preferred.  
 
Drysllwyn invites comparison with an earlier Chambers mansion, Indoocombe (Ross Roy) at 
Indooroopilly (1897), described in the previous chapter. Both are of two storeys in red face-
brick, with wide verandas and fine interior detailing, especially as regards the stair halls and 
fireplaces. The obvious difference is that Indoocombe, with elaborate timber fretwork to the 
verandas, shows the influence of the Queensland vernacular style. At Drysllwyn, on the other 
hand, the verandas have solid (and almost too heavy) brick arcades and piers. Internally, the 
wealth of Art Nouveau decoration at Drysllwyn shows how firmly that style had established 
itself in the fairly short period between the construction of these two buildings. There is a 
surprising difference between the two houses in the choice of roofing. Whereas Indoocombe 
has the Marseilles tiles which are the hallmark of this period, for some reason rolled edge 
iron sheeting was used at Drysllwyn. 
 
In both houses, the living rooms are located on the ground floor, surrounded on three sides by 
wide verandas, while the fourth side connects with a service wing. On the upper floor, the 
bedrooms, dressing rooms, and bathroom are again surrounded on three sides by verandas, 
 
8 Brisbane Courier, 10 January 1906, p.4. 
37 
 
while the fourth side gives access to the servants' bedrooms and workrooms, which are 
situated above the service wing below, to which they are connected by a "back staircase." 
 
 
Drysllwyn, 45 Cadell Street, Auchenflower  (1905-6) 
 
Blair Lodge, the house erected in 1906 above the river at Hamilton for the former shipping 
executive, James Munro, was a building of which Chambers was particularly proud, and it 
featured in a profile of his work published in the Sydney magazine, The Salon, in March-
April 1913. It is a fine example of how the vernacular timber style could be adapted to the 
fashionable Queen Anne style, by the addition of a steeply-pitched tile roof with terracotta 
cresting and finials, a tall and elaborate chimney stack, dormer windows, bay windows roofed 
in shingle tiles, and infilled gables. Internally, the house is lined in vertically jointed boards, 
has pressed metal ceilings, and is decorated with Art Nouveau stained glass. 
 
 
Blair Lodge, 242 Kingsford Smith Drive, Hamilton  (1906) 
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A further superb example of Chambers' vernacular version of the Queen Anne style can be 
seen at Milford, another house commissioned by William Davies, but this time as an 
investment. It was erected in 1906-7 on Wickham Terrace, beside the City Tabernacle. The 
tenant was a medical practitioner of Welsh origin, Thomas Howard Morgan, who had worked 
in Gympie in the late nineteenth century and was probably a personal friend of Davies.  
 
The house is of two storeys, built in timber on a brick base, with an iron roof. The design has 
the asymmetry typical of the Queen Anne style, and the polygonal turret which projects 
diagonally from one corner, beneath a bell-cast roof, is also typical. The bay windows under 
bracketed gables, which occur on two sides, and the elaborate infilling of those gables, are 
hallmarks of Queen Anne. The wide verandas, with their decorative timber posts, valances, 
and balustrades, are also typical. Internally the rooms are lined with tongue and groove 
boards, and have pressed metal cornices and ceilings, and fine fireplaces. The stair hall on the 
western side has a large arched window worked in timber, with a mock keystone. 
 
Dr Morgan lived at Milford (which he had named after his birthplace, Milford Haven) until 
his death in 1931. His widow remained there for some years after that. The building then 
became a boarding house, which was managed in conjunction with Montpelier next door 
(discussed below), which had also been built for William Davies. In 1946 the United Service 
Club purchased both buildings. 
 
 
Milford, 173 Wickham Terrace, Spring Hill  (1906-7) 
Now part of the United Service Club 
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Mayfield was an historic Brisbane residence, erected in the nineteenth century on a ridge at 
Hamilton, at what would later become Windermere Road. In 1890 it was extended to designs 
of the architect John R. Hall. By 1909 it was in the possession of the mine owner and 
shipping agent, Percy Douglas Rylance, and he asked Chambers to design the addition of an 
upper floor. Here again Chambers used Queen Anne motifs: the tall chimneys in banded 
brickwork; the steeply pitched, tiled gambrel roof; the wide verandas with timber posts, 
brackets, and balustrading. The use of hung shingles to form the valance of the ground-floor 
veranda is a little unusual, but still in keeping with the style. The bedrooms on the upper floor 
had faceted bays opening out onto the veranda. 
 
Rylance sold Mayfield in 1913. It was demolished in the early 1990s. 
 
 
Mayfield, 68 Windermere Road, Hamilton  (upper floor added 1909; demolished) 
Photographed about 1968 
 
Chambers also designed more modest residences. Fine examples of his smaller houses from 
this period survive at 137-141 Melbourne Street, South Brisbane. These are three of what was 
originally a row of four identical houses, built as an investment property for a wealthy 
Victorian businessman, William George McCullough (1822-1911), who was the father-in-
law of Chambers' sister, Beatrice, and a regular client. These were quite substantial "villas" 
designed for middle-class tenants, each with a dining room, sitting room, four bedrooms, a 
kitchen, servant's room, pantry and bathroom. Originally they stood a little back from 
Melbourne Street, but as a result of subsequent street-widening they now open directly onto 
the pavement. There are some elements of the Queen Anne style in the design of these red 
face-brick houses with their gambrel iron roofs, but the prominent bay windows, with 
pediments and stepped parapets above, are too heavy to be described as Queen Anne, and are 
more reminiscent of Chambers' Free Classical work. The banded brickwork of these 
projecting bays shows Chambers once again using polychrome effects. 
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McCullough Villas, 137-141 Melbourne Street, South Brisbane  (1908-9) 
 
Other 
 
In 1898 Chambers had designed alterations and additions to the Queen Street premises of the 
Commercial Travellers' Association. In 1905 the Association decided to erect a large new 
building in Elizabeth Street, and they asked Chambers to travel to the southern capitals and 
examine similar buildings there before developing plans. Such clubs were something like the 
traditional gentlemen's club, with the addition of accommodation for travelling salesmen and 
rooms for the display of sample merchandise. The Brisbane building was finally erected in 
1906-7. 
 
The four-storey façade was designed in a Free Classical style, although the mansard roof 
(now demolished) harked back to the earlier Second Empire style. This is another façade 
where Chambers makes good use of the contrast between the colours of red face-brick and 
cement render. At the three lower floors, red brick dominates, except for the portico which 
spans the two lower floors and has rendered double columns on either side, a rendered swan-
necked pediment above the doorway, and an Italian balustrade at its summit. On the top floor, 
the brick becomes less prominent, because the double pilasters which articulate the bays are 
rendered. The façade is topped by a decorative rendered cornice and pediment, with an Italian 
balustrade above that. The arcade at ground level has now been enclosed, but the arcades at 
the upper levels are unaltered and have fine wrought-iron balustrades, bearing the initials of 
the Commercial Travellers' Association. 
 
The interior has been largely rebuilt. Originally the floor of the entrance was paved in white 
marble and mosaic tiles, and the walls were lined with grey and red marble to above head-
height. The entrance hall led to a dining room and lounge. An electric lift served the upper 
floors, and it was surrounded by a fine staircase. The first floor accommodated writing and 
reading rooms, a bar lounge, and a billiard room. The two upper floors contained bedrooms, 
function rooms and kitchens. The roof garden commanded a view across the river and was 
equipped with a removable canvas awning. 
 
The building has been converted into office accommodation and is now known as Corbett 
Chambers. 
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Commercial Travellers' Club, 283 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane  (1906-7) 
 
Montpelier was another project designed for William Davies. It was a boarding house erected 
on Wickham Terrace in 1910, replacing an older building of the same name. It was designed 
for an exclusive clientele, and was not dissimilar to a private hotel. It is a brick building, of 
three storeys and a basement.  
 
The balconies which originally surrounded the building have been enclosed, but earlier 
photos suggest that the unusual design was an attempt to render the Queensland vernacular 
style in brick. The front elevation has a wide central bay, surmounted by a pediment, and this 
central bay is flanked on each side by three narrower bays. The bays are articulated by brick 
piers, which are higher in the centre and at the sides. 
 
The ground floor originally contained a lounge, dining room, drawing room and bedrooms. 
The bay windows to the front veranda survive, as do some of the fireplaces and the pressed 
metal ceilings. A stairwell with a leadlight window leads to the first floor, which originally 
accommodated a lounge, a smoking room, bedrooms and bathrooms. There were further 
bedrooms and a lounge on the top floor. The bathrooms featured tiled floors and hot and cold 
running water. It was reported that the stabling accommodation was excellent. 
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From the late 1930s this building was run in conjunction with Milford next door (described 
above), a large residence which had been converted into a boarding house. In 1946 the United 
Service Club purchased both buildings. 
 
 
Montpelier, 183 Wickham Terrace, Spring Hill  (1910) 
Now part of the United Service Club 
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5. Chambers and Powell (1911-1914) 
 
During the 1920s and 1930s many people looked back on the years immediately before the 
outbreak of the First World War as a sort of Indian summer, a golden age of peace and 
prosperity which gave no warning of the horrors which were to come. Certainly it must have 
seemed that way to Claude Chambers, because the pre-war years were a very happy period 
for him, with his family growing up and his second son, Robert, training with him to become 
an architect. No doubt Chambers hoped that his son would eventually take over the practice, 
which was flourishing. With Lange Powell, his energetic and talented partner, to mind the 
office, Chambers was able to take a long holiday during the summer of 1911-12, and he and 
his wife travelled to Tasmania. During these years he also diversified his sporting interests, 
acquiring a yacht and joining the Royal Queensland Yacht Club. 
 
In 1913 Chambers was elected president of the Queensland Institute of Architects, and held 
that post for the next three years. During that time he lobbied the State Government to 
introduce a system of professional registration for architects (an objective which would not 
be realised until 1928), and he continued to work for the establishment of a federal 
association of Australian architects, representing Queensland at a conference on this topic in 
Sydney in November 1914. He was also an outspoken critic of the plans adopted for the 
sewering of Brisbane, especially of the location of the outfall at Luggage Point, and he played 
a leading role in an unsuccessful attempt to have the project revised. 
 
When examining the architectural work of the firm of Chambers and Powell during the four 
years before Chambers moved to Sydney in 1915, we encounter the usual problem of having 
to identify the partner principally responsible for each project undertaken by the partnership. 
Fortunately in this case we have some reliable contemporary, or near-contemporary, sources 
recording the work of Lange Powell, and this makes it easier to distinguish the buildings for 
which Chambers was principally responsible, and they are our main concern here. 
 
As regards the maritime work of the practice, an interesting plan survives, which was 
prepared by Chambers and Powell and dated February 1911.1 It is a map of the riverbank in 
the Teneriffe and New Farm area, covering the land from Wyandra Street to the sugar 
refinery, and showing wharves, sheds, wool stores, railway lines and sidings. The purpose of 
this map is not entirely clear, but it seems to have been drawn up as a master plan for the 
benefit of the various property-owners in the area. It is evidence of the on-going involvement 
of Chambers' firm in the development of this crucial part of Brisbane's maritime 
infrastructure. 
 
 
1 University of Queensland Fryer Library, Lund Hutton Ryan Morton Collection, UQFL211, job no.58. 
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Map of wharves, railway sidings and wool stores at Teneriffe, 1911 
Detail from a larger plan drawn by Chambers and Powell 
 
In 1911 a large store, built of galvanised iron, was erected for Winchcombe Carson in Albert 
Street (demolished), to extend the firm's existing accommodation on the corner of Albert and 
Margaret Streets, but the major maritime projects of this period were constructed for the 
Australasian United Steam Navigation Company (AUSN), a long-standing client. They 
carried out extensive works over more than two years (1911-13) at their wharves in the city. 
Ironbark piles, 60 feet (18 metres) in length, were used to raise the level of the Mary Street 
wharf to match that of the adjoining Norman Wharf (an earlier Chambers project) and so 
reduce the danger of flooding. The wharf immediately downstream, at Eagle Street, was also 
raised. New sheds were erected and electric lighting was installed. These wharves have all 
since been demolished. 
 
A prestigious Chambers and Powell project from this period was the four-storey building for 
the English, Scottish and Australian Bank, at 175 Eagle Street (1911-13, demolished). 
Chambers was happy for this to be regarded as one of his designs, but reliable sources 
indicate that it was Lange Powell's first large project (and one of his favourites).  
 
An even more prestigious project was the eight-storey office building, Preston House, on the 
corner of Queen Street and Eagle Lane. Chambers had designed Brisbane's first skyscraper, 
Perry House, which had only recently been completed when work began in 1914 on the 
erection of the city's second skyscraper. However whereas the interior structure of Perry 
House relies on the traditional technology of the solid Australian hardwood beam, at Preston 
House Chambers was able to make use of the promising new technology of reinforced 
concrete, although not yet in the fully developed steel-frame form. 
 
Chambers and Powell supervised the erection of the five-storey office block, Parbury House 
(1913-14, demolished), in Eagle Street, which had been designed by the Sydney architects, 
Robertson and Marks. The fit-out of the very grand offices for Howard Smith Ltd on the 
ground floor of this building was a Chambers and Powell design, and they were also 
responsible for the large wool sales room on the third floor. The only other large office 
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project from this period was the reinstatement, after fire, of Federal Chambers at 189-191 
Queen Street (1911, demolished). 
 
The largest commercial project of Claude Chambers during this period would have been the 
five-storey department store for James Stewart & Company of Rockhampton, which was 
designed in 1912 but never built. For this design Chambers again used the continuous-pier-
and-arch form for the façade, a style which was now becoming outmoded. Another large 
commercial project was a new building for Finney Isles & Company, to be inserted within the 
existing "Big Block," behind the firm's Adelaide Street building. This was not erected until 
1915-16, but tenders were called in August 1914, and it would be surprising if Chambers had 
not been involved in its design, in view of his work on the original building. 
 
Smellie & Company were still reliable clients. Their large Townsville premises, an earlier 
Chambers project, had to be reinstated in 1912 after a serious fire in November 1911. The 
architectural heritage of Townsville has been diminished by the demolition of this building. A 
new brick warehouse for Smellie was erected in Margaret Street, Brisbane (1913, 
demolished). It connected at the rear with the store in Edward Street which Chambers had 
previously designed for the firm. 
 
Henry Berry & Company was a large merchant firm based in the southern states. It became a 
Chambers and Powell client during this period, beginning with a 1913 brick bulk store, which 
still stands on the corner of Mein and Bowen Streets at Spring Hill. A more significant 
project was the warehouse erected for the firm during the following years in Adelaide Street 
(demolished), which was a substantial and attractive four-storey building. 
 
The industrial work of Chambers and Powell during these years seems to have been restricted 
to a machinery shed and chimney stack for the metalworking firm, Mackenzie and Holland, 
at Northgate, and a brick building in Roma Street for the Auto-Screw Dropper Company.  
 
Hotel work continued to be a significant sphere of activity for the practice. Chambers did 
further work for William McCullough, his sister's father-in-law, at the Palace Hotel in South 
Brisbane, and this included the addition of a third storey (demolished). At the Australian 
Hotel, on the corner of Queen and Albert Streets, renovations were made in 1911, followed 
by much more substantial work carried out in 1915, but designed before Chambers left 
Brisbane. The brick extension of the Carlton Club Hotel in Queen Street (1913-14, 
demolished) was probably designed by Lange Powell. 
 
The Queensland Turf Club at Ascot had been a client of Chambers for some time. The 
Totalisator Building erected in 1911 was destroyed by fire the following year. The attractive 
new entrance gates in Lancaster Road (opposite Racecourse Road), which were erected in 
1912, still stand. The source of the design has not been established, but it looks more like the 
work of Powell than Chambers. 
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Of the Chambers and Powell houses which have been identified from this period, all seem to 
have been designed by Lange Powell. It would hardly be surprising if Chambers had decided 
to delegate all the domestic work to his junior partner. 
 
Three of Chambers' projects from this period will now be examined in detail. 
 
Preston House 
 
It was a Sydney businessman, Herbert James Preston (1863-1948), who stumped up the funds 
to erect Brisbane's first high-rise office block. The site chosen was at the northern end of 
Queen Street, close to the busy commercial precinct of Eagle Street. A block on the corner of 
Eagle Lane was purchased from the sharebrokers Corrie & Company, and Preston declared 
his intention of erecting there "a really up-to-date building."2 
 
Not surprisingly, he chose the architects of Brisbane's only other skyscraper, Perry House, to 
design his new eight-storey project. There was later an unseemly spat between Chambers and 
Powell as to their respective roles in the erection of this building. Chambers claimed full 
responsibility for it,3 but Powell rightly pointed out that Chambers had been resident in 
Sydney for most of the construction period.4 Like Perry House, it was built economically, 
mostly in textured face-brick, but with elaborate cement facings at the lower levels. The 
treatment of the doors was particularly lavish, with blocked columns (in the configuration 
normally called a "Gibbs surround"), swan-neck pediments and floral swags, all suggesting 
the influence of the Edwardian Baroque. At the upper levels there was a range of applied 
decoration, including balconettes and imitation quoins. The cornice extended a full metre 
from the wall. 
 
A few years later, Lange Powell would design the first Queensland building to be erected 
solely in reinforced concrete, a one-storey bulk store which still stands at 225 St Paul's 
Terrace, Fortitude Valley. With Preston House, Chambers and Powell were experimenting in 
this new constructional technique, which was still regarded with suspicion by the Brisbane 
municipal authorities. The construction of Preston House was innovative, making use of 
reinforced concrete to create the internal columns and floor-slabs, but combining these with 
weight-bearing brick walls, to which the floor beams were attached. Like many nineteenth-
century architects, Chambers considered himself to be an engineer as well as an architect, but 
Preston House belonged to a new type of building, for which specialist engineering expertise 
was required. Henceforth, the structural engineer would become the indispensable partner of 
the architect in the construction of large buildings, and for Preston House the structural 
design was carried out by a Sydney engineer, Charles Albert Reed. 
 
2 Brisbane Courier, 1 December 1909, p.5. 
3 Telegraph (Brisbane), 3 April 1928, p.10. 
4 Brisbane Courier, 4 April 1928, p.3. 
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Preston House, cnr Queen Street & Eagle Lane, Brisbane  (1914-15, altered) 
 
With frontages to Queen Street or Eagle Lane on three sides, the building contained offices 
which were well lit and ventilated. The double lift-well was centrally placed, and the stairwell 
was beside the blank wall. The central vestibule on each floor was finished in marble and 
terrazzo, and was furnished with a mailing chute connected to a public post box on the 
ground floor. The building was praised for its "fireproof" character, with most of the structure 
built of reinforced concrete or brick. There were no fire-doors to the stairwell; instead, each 
of the office doors opening onto the central vestibule of each floor was of a grained and 
enamelled steel. The window frames were also of steel. 
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Preston House: Typical Floor Plan5 
 
In 1928 the building was sold to the Equitable Life Assurance Company and became known 
as the Equitable Life Building. In 1949 it was sold to the Queensland Insurance Company and 
became the Queensland Insurance Building. In 1964 the architects Hennessy and Hennessy 
were commissioned by Queensland Insurance to modernise the building and add two extra 
floors. This large-scale refurbishment (completed in 1966) swept away all the fine detail of 
the original façade, replacing it with a plain, modern exterior, which still stands.  
 
Henry Berry Warehouse 
 
Although it has not been possible to find any good photo of the Henry Berry warehouse 
erected in Adelaide Street in 1914 and 1915, we know that it was a work of which Chambers 
was proud, and a Brisbane newspaper later described it, approvingly, as a "picturesque" 
building.6 
 
 
5 University of Queensland Fryer Library, Lund Hutton Ryan Morton Collection, UQFL211, job no.12A. 
6 Telegraph (Brisbane), 29 September 1929, second ed., p.2. 
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Warehouse for Henry Berry & Co., 310-316 Adelaide St, Brisbane  (1914-15, demolished) 
 
It was of four floors, with a flat roof. The walls were of load-bearing face-brick, which 
appears to have been relieved by cement facings to achieve a polychrome effect, especially at 
the lower levels. Steel girders were used to support the floors. The building included offices 
for the firm, which were panelled in silky oak. An electric lift was installed. An unusual 
feature was the inclusion of a yard at the rear, roofed in glass so that work could continue in 
all weathers. 
 
This building was resumed by the City Council in 1926 for the widening of Adelaide Street, 
and Henry Berry & Company erected a new building on the other side of the street, which 
Lange Powell designed for them. The old building was truncated in 1929, under the 
supervision of the City Architect, and had a varied career, before being demolished during the 
early 1980s. 
 
Australian Hotel 
 
The Australian Hotel was a Brisbane institution, and its stripped-down façade still stands on 
the northwestern corner of Queen and Albert Streets. It was erected in 1869, to a design of 
Richard Gailey senior, and underwent various alterations during the latter part of the 
nineteenth century. In 1911 Chambers designed alterations to the building for the licensee, 
Peter Vallely, but late in 1914, shortly before his departure for Sydney, he called for tenders 
for much more substantial alterations for Vallely, and these were carried out during 1915. 
Although no photos or plans have been located, the project was well described in the press.7 
 
7 Daily Standard (Brisbane), 29 January 1916, p.3. 
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It seems to have included the erection of a new wing behind the Albert Street frontage. A new 
private entrance in Albert Street gave access to the upper floor, containing lounges, a writing 
room and dining room. The latter was equipped with fans and a fishpond, and furnished in 
Queensland maple. The bathrooms had running hot and cold water, and the flush toilets were 
serviced by a septic tank. The bedrooms were also furnished in Queensland maple and they 
were lined in fibrous cement, to make them fire-resistant, fire being the perennial hazard in 
hotels of the time. The existing balcony, which wrapped around both street-frontages, was 
retained, and a roof garden was added above the new wing. At ground level, the public and 
private bars were remodelled, a garage was installed, and sample rooms provided for the use 
of commercial travellers. 
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6. Sydney Years (1915-1947) 
 
The career of Claude Chambers after his departure from Brisbane is beyond the scope of the 
present study, and will be sketched in brief outline only. 
 
It is not clear why Chambers and his wife decided to move to Sydney in 1915. They had both 
lived in Sydney in their youth, and still had family and friends there, and they had been 
frequent visitors to the southern capital during their years in Brisbane, so perhaps they simply 
decided that they would enjoy a change of scene. On the other hand, it may be that Chambers, 
having risen to the top of his profession in Brisbane, felt the need of new challenges and new 
opportunities. Whatever the case, by early 1915 they were renting a flat at Rose Bay, and not 
long afterwards they found more permanent accommodation at Cremorne. In May 1915 
Chambers opened an office in the Permanent Trustee Building, at 25 O'Connell Street. 
 
The following years were difficult ones for Claude and Lena Chambers. In March 1915 their 
youngest son, Kenneth, died suddenly while at boarding school in Toowoomba. The 
following month their second son, Robert, took part in the Gallipoli landings and the 
subsequent bitter fighting. He was wounded, but survived the Dardanelles campaign and went 
on to serve on the Western Front in France, where he was killed in action at Pozières in 
August 1916. Their eldest (and only remaining) son, Cuthbert (Charlie), served as a trooper 
with the Light Horse in Egypt and survived the war. 
 
Despite the move to Sydney, Chambers continued to serve as president of the Queensland 
Institute of Architects until the end of 1915, and in April of that year he travelled to 
Melbourne to represent Queensland at the first meeting of the Federal Council of Australian 
Institutes of Architects. He also attended the second meeting in Adelaide in 1916, where he 
was elected president of the council, a position which he held for two years. At the 1918 
meeting of the council he argued passionately for the formation of a full federal institute of 
Australian architects, but that was an idea whose time had not yet come.  
 
One would think that Chambers might have found it difficult to establish himself in the very 
competitive architectural world of Sydney, but this does not seem to have been the case. He 
was certainly not unknown in the southern capital, and being a consummate "networker," he 
was soon active in many sporting and social organisations in the city. By early 1917 he was 
supervising alterations to the large David Jones department store in George Street, which 
indicates that his career in Sydney was progressing quite satisfactorily. In that year he took 
into his employment the young Beatrice Hutton, the first woman to have been admitted into 
membership of the Queensland Institute of Architects. 
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Caricature of Claude Chambers, 19151 
 
In 1918 Chambers designed a huge complex of temporary timber wool stores, which were 
erected as an emergency wartime measure for the Central Wool Committee on a 15-acre (6-
hectare) site at Wentworth Park, Ultimo. These were not beautiful buildings, but they played 
an important role during their short lives. 
 
 
1 Queenslanders as We See 'em, 1915 (Brisbane: Newspaper Cartoonists' Association of Queensland, 1915), 
unpaginated. 
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Wentworth Park Wool Stores, Ultimo  (1918, demolished) 
 
At the end of 1919 the partnership of Chambers and Powell was dissolved, and for a while 
Chambers was required to make more frequent trips to Brisbane to attend to matters there. 
Fortunately Eric Marshall Ford had already joined the practice as office manager, and in 1920 
Chambers took him into partnership. The Brisbane office thus became Chambers and Ford, 
and Eric Ford managed it very successfully until well after Chambers' death. 
 
In May 1923 Lena Chambers died after a short illness, at the relatively young age of 59. In 
the following year Chambers donated a stained-glass window to the new War Memorial 
Library at the Brisbane Boys' Grammar School, in memory of his son. 
 
1924-25 saw the erection of one of Chambers' most significant Sydney buildings. This was 
Sirius House at 23-25 Macquarie Place, the façade of which still stands. It was an eight-
storey office building, faced in sandstone. Chambers moved his own office to this building. 
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Sirius House, 23-25 Macquarie Place, Sydney  (1924-5, façade still standing) 
 
In 1926 work commenced on the crowning achievement of Chambers' career, the New South 
Wales Masonic Club at 169-173 Castlereagh Street. It was of twelve floors, and when 
completed it was the tallest building in Sydney. Although faced in sandstone, the structure 
was of reinforced concrete, the use of which Chambers had pioneered in Brisbane. The 
interiors were suitably opulent, and have been restored in recent years. 
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NSW Masonic Club, 169-173 Castlereagh Street, Sydney  (1926-27) 
 
In 1928 Chambers received the ultimate professional accolade, when he was elected as a 
Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects. At the beginning of 1930 he took Beatrice 
Hutton into partnership, to create the firm of Chambers and Hutton. This was said to be the 
first time in Australia that a woman had been made a partner in a prominent architectural 
practice. Unfortunately the timing was not propitious, as the Great Depression was just 
beginning. Like all architects, Chambers struggled to find commissions during the following 
years. Early in 1933 Beatrice Hutton was obliged to return home to Rockhampton to help 
care for her ailing father, and this sadly marked the end of her promising architectural career. 
Chambers continued the practice on his own. 
 
October 1931 saw the death of Chambers' mother, Emma Chambers (née Bailey), at the age 
of 92. It was probably from her that Claude Chambers inherited his longevity and his 
resilience. 
 
In 1935 Chambers moved his offices from Sirius House to the New Zealand Insurance 
Building at 79 Pitt Street. This was probably an economy measure, but the architectural 
career of Claude Chambers was not over yet. In 1938 he designed extensive alterations and 
additions to the mansion Finisterre, which still stands on Stokes Point, overlooking Pittwater. 
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This project merited a full-page feature in the local press.2 In 1939 he was preparing plans for 
six flats at the exclusive harbourside locality of Point Piper. By this stage Chambers was 
living on an orchard at Pennant Hills with his son Cuthbert. 
 
The last identified project of Claude Chambers was a 1942 interior remodelling of the 
Queensland National Bank Chambers in Hunter Street. 1942 was the year in which all 
construction for non-military purposes was suspended for the duration of the Second World 
War, so that job probably marked the end of Chambers' working life, at the age of 81.  
 
Claude Chambers died at a nursing home in Mosman on 12 July 1947, the cause of death 
being recorded as dementia and senility. He was 86. Brief obituaries were published in the 
local press.3 Max Freeland has criticised the failure of the Australian architectural profession 
to make suitable acknowledgement of the passing of one who had given so much to that 
profession.4 
 
Like other architects, Chambers has his monument in the buildings which he designed, or at 
least in those which have survived the Australian passion for demolishing the old to make 
way for the latest novelty. In Brisbane, two of his fine houses, Ross Roy and Drysllwyn, 
attract many visitors on open days, and the former Commercial Travellers' Club in Elizabeth 
Street sometimes excites the admiration of passers-by. The latter building now houses a 
restaurant named Corbett and Claude, which is a nod in the direction of the building's 
architect. This is fame, of a sort. 
  
 
2 Sydney Morning Herald, 28 June 1938, p.6. 
3 Sydney Morning Herald, 14 July 1947, p.16; Construction (Sydney), 6 August 1947, p.6; Building and 
Engineering (Sydney), 25 August 1947, p.45. 
4 J.M. Freeland, The Making of a Profession: A History of the Growth and Work of the Architectural Institutes 
of Australia (Sydney: Angus & Robertson, 1971), p.109. 
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Aequitas (Justice), Memorial Window to Robert Chambers  (1924) 
Designed by Charles Tute. Erected in War Memorial Chapel, Brisbane Boys' Grammar School. 
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SELECTED PROJECTS, 1888-1914 
 
 
Arranged Chronologically 
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When Constructed 
 
1887-88 
Name of Building 
 
Brisbane Gymnasium 
Status 
 
Demolished 1938 
Location 
 
Turbot Street (western side, between Albert & Edward Streets), 
Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Woollan and Norman 
 
     
    Interior 1922 
 
     
    Exterior 1934 
 
Notes and References 
 
The exterior photo shows the 1902 extensions at the rear and side, also designed by Chambers. 
Brisbane Courier, 11 January 1888, p.5. 
Brisbane Courier, 21 February 1903, p.14. 
 
  
60 
 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1889 
Name of Building 
 
Fernbourne, residence for Gilbert Burnett [later Whepstead] 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
563 Main Road, Wellington Point, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
McCredie Brothers and Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Patrick Horisk 
 
     
    About 1909 
 
     
    1992 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 26 October 1891, p.8 [auction notice with description] 
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When Constructed 
 
1889-90 
Name of Building 
 
Norman Chambers, offices for John Joseph Lovekin 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
49 Creek Street (cnr Eagle Lane), Brisbane, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
McCredie Brothers and Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
     
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 31 July 1889, p.3 [tender notice] 
Queenslander, 31 May 1890, p.1016. 
 
  
62 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1890-94 
Name of Building 
 
Trades and Labour Hall 
Status 
 
Demolished about 
1967 
 
Location 
 
Turbot Street (eastern side, between Albert and Edward Streets), 
Brisbane, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
McCredie Brothers and Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Day labour 
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1890-94.  Trades and Labour Hall [continued] 
 
     
    Entrance detail, about 1967 
 
Notes and References 
 
The extensions and renovations of 1914-15 were not designed by Chambers. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 December 1889, p.2. 
Building and Engineering Journal of Australia and New Zealand, 4 January 1890, p.4. 
Brisbane Courier, 5 May 1894, p.3. 
Worker (Brisbane), 5 May 1894, p.1. 
 
  
64 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1891-92 
Name of Building 
 
Norman Wharf for Australasian United Steam Navigation Company 
Status 
 
Demolished about 
1988 
 
Location 
 
Eagle Street (between Creek and Mary Streets), Brisbane, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
McCredie Brothers and Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
John Watson 
 
         
 
     
    1911 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 20 November 1890, second ed., p.3. 
Building and Engineering Journal of Australia and New Zealand, 7 May 1892, p.184-5. 
  
65 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1891 
Name of Building 
 
Short Street Wharf for D.L. Brown & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
between the southern ends of Alice & Margaret Streets, Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
McCredie Brothers and Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
John Wesley Mott 
 
         
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 30 June 1891, p.3. 
 
  
66 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1892 
Name of Building 
 
Metropole Hotel 
Status 
 
Destroyed by fire 
about 1940 
 
Location 
 
Douglas Street, Thursday Island, Qld. 
 
Architect 
 
McCredie Brothers and Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 28 March 1892, p.6 [tender notice] 
 
  
67 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1892 
Name of Building 
 
Dalgarven, residence for Robert Langlands Armour 
Status 
 
Demolished early 
1970s 
 
Location 
 
443 Bowen Terrace (cnr Langshaw Street), New Farm, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
McCredie Brothers and Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
    Aerial photo June 1966 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
The photo of this house which was published in Watson & McKay, Queensland Architects of the 19th 
Century, p.117, is a photo of Dalveen, a house which still stands at 190 Annie Street, 
Teneriffe. 
Brisbane Courier, 7 May 1892, p.4 [tender notice] 
  
68 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1893 
Name of Building 
 
Wool dumping store for D.L. Brown and Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished late 
1960s 
 
Location 
 
cnr Short and Alice Streets, Brisbane, Qld  (near the river at southern end 
of Alice Street) 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Charles Whiting 
 
     
 
 
Notes and References 
 
The Week (Brisbane), 13 October 1893, p.14. 
Foundation plan and roof plan in University of Queensland Fryer Library, Lund Hutton Ryan Morton 
Collection, UQFL211, job no.28A. 
 
  
69 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1895 
Name of Building 
 
Bulk store for Smellie & Co. 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
32 Edward Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
    About 1920 
 
     
    1997 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 4 May 1895, p.7 [tender notice] 
 
  
70 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1895-96 
Name of Building 
 
Four houses for George Charles Willcocks 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
28-44 Moreton Street, New Farm, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
 
About 1904 
 
 
No.28, about 1904 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 5 August 1895, p.1 [tender notice] 
Gerard Benjamin, Homes with History on the New Farm Peninsula (New Farm, Qld: New Farm & 
Districts Historical Society, 2015), p.63-7. 
  
71 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1897 
Name of Building 
 
Indoocombe, residence for Daniel Collings [later Ross Roy] 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
60 Harts Road, Indooroopilly, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
  
     
    1922 
 
     
    2019 
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1897.  Indoocombe, later Ross Roy  [continued] 
 
     
Dining room fireplace        Living room fireplace 
 
     
Stair hall                Stair hall windows 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 7 January 1897, p.8 [tender notice] 
Brisbane Courier, 6 February 1900, p.1 [tender notice for alterations] 
Brisbane Courier, 19 September 1908, p.8 [sale notice, with description] 
Queensland Society Magazine, October 1922, p.17. 
Helen Fridemanis, "Ross Roy, Indooroopilly," in Rod Fisher (ed.), Brisbane: Mining, Building, Story 
Bridge, the Windmill, Brisbane History Group Papers no.10 (Brisbane: Brisbane History 
Group, 1991), p.74-8. 
 
  
73 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1897 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations and additions to Caledonian Stores for D.L. Brown & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
109 Palmerin Street (cnr Grafton Street), Warwick, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
William Parsons, completed by Alexander Mayes 
 
     
 
     
    About 1922 
 
Notes and References 
 
Warwick Examiner, 6 March 1897, p.4. 
Warwick Argus, 6 March 1897, p.2. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, Lund Hutton Ryan Morton Collection, UQFL211, job 
no.23.  
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When Constructed 
 
1898 
Name of Building 
 
Wybenia, residence for James Clark 
Status 
 
Demolished 1968 
Location 
 
cnr Mark Street & Elystan Road, New Farm, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
 
     
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 22 April 1898, p.1 [tender notice] 
Description by Robert Riddel in Trevor Howells and Michael Nicholson (eds), Towards the Dawn: 
Federation Architecture in Australia 1890-1915 (Sydney: Hale & Iremonger, 1989), p.111. 
Gerard Benjamin, Homes with History on the New Farm Peninsula (New Farm, Qld: New Farm & 
Districts Historical Society, 2015), p.76-8. 
  
75 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1899 
Name of Building 
 
Offices and stores for E. Rich and Co. 
Status 
 
Destroyed by fire 
1933 
 
Location 
 
southwest corner of Stockyard & Louise Streets, Cunnamulla, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
P. McGuigan 
 
     
    About 1920 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 7 March 1899, p.7 [tender notice] 
Brisbane Courier, 13 October 1899, p.6. 
T.W. Blake, Cunnamulla: A Brief History of the Paroo Shire (Cunnamulla, Qld: Paroo Shire Council, 
1979), p.44. 
 
  
76 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1900-1 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for Edwards & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
455 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
John Gemmell 
 
     
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 28 September 1900, p.1 [tender notice] 
 
  
77 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1901 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse and offices for Smellie & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
201 Sturt Street (cnr Stanley Street), Townsville, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
John Stewart & Co. 
 
     
    1911 after fire 
 
       
    1913 after reinstatement             1913 interior 
 
Notes and References 
 
Destroyed by fire in 1911; reinstated the following year. 
Brisbane Courier, 1 December 1900, p.2 [tender notice] 
North Queensland Register, 16 December 1901, p.73. 
Queenslander, 16 August 1913, p.12. 
 
  
78 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1901 
Name of Building 
 
Arch to welcome the Duke and Duchess of York 
Status 
 
Temporary 
structure 
Location 
 
cnr George and Queen Streets, Brisbane, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
G.H.M. Addison and Claude W. Chambers  
(with artwork by Godfrey Rivers) 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
 
Notes and References 
 
The royal visitors were the future King George V and Queen Mary. 
Chambers also designed a grandstand overlooking the landing stage at Petrie Bight. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 4 April 1901, second ed., p.7 [tender notice] 
Brisbane Courier, 30 April 1901, p.5. 
Queensland Figaro, 9 January 1902, p.6. 
 
  
79 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1901-2 
Name of Building 
 
Additions and alterations to Royal Hotel 
Status 
 
Standing (altered) 
Location 
 
92 Palmerin Street, Warwick, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Daniel Connolly 
 
     
    About 1917 
 
Notes and References 
 
The project included the renovation of the building on the corner of Grafton Street and the erection of 
the new two-storey building beside it. 
Warwick Argus, 25 June 1901, p.2. 
Warwick Examiner, 27 July 1901, p.7. 
Warwick Examiner, 3 May 1902, p.7. 
 
 
  
80 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1902-3 
Name of Building 
 
Extension of shop for Pike Brothers 
Status 
 
Rebuilt 1910 
Location 
 
85-91 Queen Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
 
Notes and References 
 
The shop was rebuilt in 1910 (see below). 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 21 June 1902, p.8. 
Brisbane Courier, 16 August 1902, p.10. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 16 December 1903, p.9. 
 
  
81 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1902 
Name of Building 
 
Shop for Bayard & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
30 Melbourne Street (near cnr Grey Street), South Brisbane, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Blair Cunningham 
 
     
 
Notes and References 
 
In 1921 Chambers and Ford designed an enlargement of this building, so that it then extended to the 
corner of Melbourne and Grey Streets. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 18 August 1902, p.9 [tender notice] 
Brisbane Courier, 9 January 1903, p.7. 
 
  
82 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1903 
Name of Building 
 
Cottage residence 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
123 James Street (cnr Terrace Street), New Farm, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
 
   
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 3 August 1903, p.1 [tender notice]  
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When Constructed 
 
1904 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for William Davies [Dunlop Rubber Building] 
Status 
 
Demolished 1973 
Location 
 
268-276 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
        
    Original building 1904            After extensions 1914 
 
Notes and References 
 
Queenslander, 18 June 1904, p.4 & 35. 
BCC building register no.1254, December 1910 [first extension] 
BCC building register no.1989, 31/3/1913 [second extension] 
In 1928 this building was truncated to permit the widening of Adelaide Street; Chambers and Ford 
designed the remodelled building. 
 
 
  
84 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1904 
Name of Building 
 
Granite Buildings for George C. Willcocks 
Status 
 
Demolished 1929 
Location 
 
249-253 Queen Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Daniel Macdonald 
 
     
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.26, 19/5/1904. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 3 December 1904, p.7. 
Brisbane Courier, 5 December 1904, p.3.  
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When Constructed 
 
1904-5 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for Alex Stewart & Sons 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
8 McLachlan Street, Fortitude Valley, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
        
    About 1908        2019 
 
Notes and References 
 
This building adjoined the Alex Stewart factory, which still stands on the corner of Hill & McLachlan 
Streets. Chambers did not design the 1898 Alex Stewart factory, but he did design extensions 
to it in 1909. 
Brisbane Courier, 12 November 1904, p.4 [tender notice] 
BCC building register no.93, 1/11/1904. 
 
  
86 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1905-6 
Name of Building 
 
Drysllwyn, residence for William Davies 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
45 Cadell Street, Auchenflower, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
    
 
Front elevation 
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1905-6.  Drysllwyn, residence for William Davies  [continued] 
 
 
Ground floor plan 
 
     
Entrance     Drawing room fireplace      Stair hall windows 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 10 January 1906, p.4. 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, Lund Hutton Ryan Morton collection, UQFL211, job 
MISC2. 
Some plans in Hall and Dods Architectural Drawings Collection, John Oxley Library, State Library of 
Queensland, items 27671/70 to 27671/75. 
 
  
88 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1905-6 
Name of Building 
 
Four brick shops for William McCullough 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
12-18 Melbourne Street, South Brisbane, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
William Fraser 
 
        
    1940s          1954 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 22 November 1905, second ed., p.9 [tender notice] 
Brisbane Courier, 10 January 1906, p.4. 
 
  
89 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1906 
Name of Building 
 
New building, Holy Cross Roman Catholic School 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
cnr Chalk & Morris Streets, Wooloowin, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
R.M. Ferguson 
 
     
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 5 March 1906, p.5. 
 
 
  
90 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1906-7 
Name of Building 
 
Commercial Travellers' Club 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
283 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
James Mason 
 
        
 
        
    Entrance              Roof garden, about 1908 
 
Notes and References 
Brisbane Courier, 24 March 1906, p.6 [tender notice] 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 13 August 1906, second ed., p.3. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 20 July 1907, second ed., p.9.  
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When Constructed 
 
1906 
Name of Building 
 
New grandstand, Royal National Association Showgrounds 
[John MacDonald Stand] 
 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
574 Gregory Terrace, Bowen Hills, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Walls and Juster 
 
     
 
     
 
Notes and References 
 
Final bay at northern end added 1909. 
Brisbane Courier, 24 March 1906, p.6 [tender notice] 
Queenslander, 7 April 1906, p.9. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 8 August 1906, p.10. 
  
92 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1906 
Name of Building 
 
Blair Lodge, residence for James Munro 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
242 Kingsford Smith Drive (cnr Crescent Road), Hamilton, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
    
 
    
Living room 1976                Stair hall 1976 
 
Notes and References 
 
Brisbane Courier, 28 April 1906, p.16 [tender notice] 
Description by Robert Riddel in Trevor Howells and Michael Nicholson (eds), Towards the Dawn: 
Federation Architecture in Australia 1890-1915 (Sydney: Hale & Iremonger, 1989), p.114. 
State Library of Queensland holds a collection of photos of Blair Lodge taken in 1976. 
  
93 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1906-7 
Name of Building 
 
Milford, residence for William Davies 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
173 Wickham Terrace, Spring Hill, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Alex Anderson 
 
     
About 1923     2008 
 
 
Recent photo of interior 
 
Notes and References 
 
Now part of the United Services Club. Built for William Davies as an investment. Occupied for many 
years by Dr Thomas H. Morgan. 
BCC building register no.340, 16/10/1906.  
94 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1907 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for R.S. Exton and Co. 
Status 
 
Standing  
(façade only) 
 
Location 
 
333 Ann Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
William Fraser 
 
    
About 1930             Recent 
 
 
Section 
 
Notes and References 
BCC building register, September 1907. 
Plans (incomplete) in University of Queensland Fryer Library, Lund Hutton Ryan Morton Collection, 
UQFL211, job no.6A.  
95 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1907 
Name of Building 
 
Mundurra Mia, residence for Henry C. Coxen 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
53 Mark Street, New Farm, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Walls and Juster 
 
     
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register, October 1907. 
Gerard Benjamin, Homes with History on the New Farm Peninsula (New Farm, Qld: New Farm & 
Districts Historical Society, 2015), p.78-80. 
 
  
96 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1907-9 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for James Campbell & Sons 
Status 
 
Demolished about 
1973 
 
Location 
 
12-20 Creek Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers, supervised by Hall and 
Dods 
 
Builder 
 
Daniel Macdonald 
 
     
 
        
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register, October 1907. 
Brisbane Courier, 6 December 1907, p.9 & 11. 
The Week (Brisbane), 22 May 1908, p.23 & 24. 
Building (Sydney), 16 November 1908, p.27 & 29. 
 
 
  
97 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1908 
Name of Building 
 
Edgeroi, residence for Mrs E.A. Hunt 
Status 
 
Demolished about 
2010 
 
Location 
 
170 Bowen Terrace (cnr Harcourt Street), New Farm, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Robert Edward Burton 
 
     
Early site plan            2009 (converted into flats) 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Converted into flats (probably in 1920s). 
BCC building register, January 1908. 
Brisbane Courier, 30 January 1908, p.7. 
 
 
  
98 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1908 
Name of Building 
 
Wool dumping shed for Wills, Gilchrist & Sanderson Ltd 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
Mercantile Wharf, Vernon Terrace, Teneriffe, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
     Interior, about 1919 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 20 June 1908, p.7 [tender notice] 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 1 July 1908, second ed., p.2. 
 
  
99 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1908-10 
Name of Building 
 
Premises for Finney Isles & Co. 
Status 
 
Standing  
(façades only) 
 
Location 
 
196 Queen Street, Brisbane, and 145-151 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
James Mason 
 
     
 
           
    Queen Street frontage 1933  Adelaide Street frontage 1921 
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1908-10.  Premises for Finney Isles & Co.  [continued] 
 
   
Roof café              Ladies' salon 
 
    
Clothing factory             Queen Street frontage 2009 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 4 July 1908, p.5. 
Brisbane Courier, 1 May 1909, p.12. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 17 February 1911, second ed., p.2. 
Building (Sydney), 12 December 1913, p.74-9. 
Plans in State Library of Victoria, A. & K. Henderson architectural drawings collection, job no.656 
(National Bank of Australasia, Queen Street, Brisbane), bag 3. 
 
  
101 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1908 
Name of Building 
 
Wool stores for New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 1926 
Location 
 
Victoria Park, Bowen Bridge Road, Fortitude Valley, Qld  (opposite 
Exhibition Grounds) 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
    1926 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 25 July 1908, second ed., p.7 [tender notice] 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 7 July 1909, p.5 [tender notice for two additional storeys] 
Queenslander, 7 August 1909, p.47. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 11 September 1926, p.7. 
 
  
102 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1908-9 
Name of Building 
 
Four brick cottages for William McCullough 
Status 
 
Standing (except 
for no.135) 
 
Location 
 
135-141 Melbourne Street, South Brisbane, Qld. 
 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
    2018 
 
     
    No. 139 (detail) 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 29 August 1908, p.17 [tender notice] 
Brisbane Courier, 27 February 1909, p.16 [advertisement with description] 
 
  
103 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1908 
Name of Building 
 
Additions in timber to Lota House for William Duckett White 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
162 Oceana Terrace, Lota, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
 
     
 
 
Notes and References 
 
The additions were the timber wing at the rear. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 5 September 1908, second ed., p.7 [tender notice] 
 
  
104 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1908-9 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for George Wills & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
371-373 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
William Fraser 
 
     
 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register, December 1908. 
Brisbane Courier, 1 May 1909, p.12 & 13. 
 
  
105 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1909 
Name of Building 
 
Rebuilding of Pacific Hotel 
Status 
 
Demolished 1927 
Location 
 
Marine Parade (just south of Nerang Street), Southport, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
    1917 
 
Notes and References 
 
Logan and Albert Bulletin, 25 December 1909, p.4. 
 
  
106 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1909 
Name of Building 
 
Alterations and additions to Mayfield, residence for Percy Douglas 
Rylance 
 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
68 Windermere Road, Hamilton, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
 
     
    1968 
 
       
 
Notes and References 
The additions were the upper floor. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 19 October 1909, p.9 [tender notice] 
Plans in University of Queensland Fryer Library, Conrad Gargett Collection, UQFL228, job no.406.  
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When Constructed 
 
1909 
Name of Building 
 
Rectory for Anglican Parish of St Michael and All Angels 
Status 
 
Demolished about 
1959 
 
Location 
 
655 Brunswick Street, New Farm, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
G.H. Gregory 
 
          
                          Site plan 
 
   
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.959, 29/10/1909. 
Brisbane Courier, 29 December 1909, p.7. 
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When Constructed 
 
1910 
Name of Building 
 
St Patrick's Roman Catholic School 
Status 
 
Demolished 1987 
Location 
 
6 Church Street, Goodna, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
J. Carrick 
 
     
 
 
Notes and References 
 
The parish and school were later renamed St Francis Xavier. 
Queensland Times, 13 November 1909, p.13 [tender notice] 
Queensland Times, 4 July 1910, p.6. 
John Browning, Welcome Learning: A Brief History of Goodna's Catholic School, Centenary 1910-
2010 (Goodna, Qld: St Francis Xavier Primary School, 2009). 
 
  
109 
 
 
When Constructed 
 
1910 
Name of Building 
 
Montpelier, boarding house for William Davies 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
183 Wickham Terrace, Spring Hill, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Day labour 
 
      
    About 1935, on the right is Milford (1906-7, see above) 
 
       
    2008 
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1910.  Montpelier, boarding house for William Davies  [continued] 
 
     
Drawing room, about 1935       Ground floor veranda, about 1935 
 
    
Dining room, about 1935    Dining room, recent 
 
Notes and References 
 
Replaced an earlier boarding house of the same name; now forms part of United Services Club. 
BCC building register no.1016, 18/1/1910. 
Queensland Figaro, 17 November 1910, p.5. 
Southport and District: [Souvenir & Official Tourist Guide] (Southport, Qld: Southport Council & 
Chamber of Commerce, 1935?), final page (unnumbered) has full-page advertisement for 
Montpelier, with photographs. 
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When Constructed 
 
1910 
Name of Building 
 
Trinity Chambers, offices for George Wills & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
13-17 Wharf Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
John Cockburn 
 
     
    About 1963 
 
Notes and References 
 
The above photo shows the building after the 1934 additions designed by Lange Powell. The awnings 
are probably not original. 
Remodelled in 1964 by Alec Trewern as the London Assurance Building. 
BCC building register no.1053, 1/3/1910. 
Brisbane Courier, 8 November 1910, p.4. 
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When Constructed 
 
1910 
Name of Building 
 
Remodelling and extra storey for Pike Brothers store 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
85-91 Queen Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
Blair Cunningham 
 
     
    1913 
 
     
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.1129, 28/6/1910. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 28 June 1910, second ed., p.5. 
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When Constructed 
 
1910-13 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for Perry Brothers  [Perry House] 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
167 Albert Street (cnr Elizabeth Street), Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Thomas Keenan 
 
        
    1914       2017 
 
 
                    Parapet detail 2017 
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1910-13.  Warehouse for Perry Brothers  (Perry House)  [continued] 
 
    
Doorway detail 1913        Plan of sixth floor 
 
 
Roof under construction 
 
Notes and References 
 
Extra floor inserted behind the parapet in 1923, designed by Powell and Hutton. 
BCC building register no.1136, 4/7/1910. 
Queenslander, 13 August 1910, supplement p.2. 
The Week (Brisbane), 18 April 1913, p.17 & 25. 
Marie A. Holland, "Perry Brothers: More than a Household Name," Royal Historical Society of 
Queensland Journal, vol.17, no.9 (February 2001), p.385-405. 
Plans (incomplete) in University of Queensland Fryer Library, Lund Hutton Ryan Morton collection, 
UQFL211, job no.301.  
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When Constructed 
 
1910-11 
Name of Building 
 
Skin and produce store for William Mofflin & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
Margaret Street (west side, just south of Albert Street), Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Claude W. Chambers 
 
Builder 
 
William Fraser 
 
     
    1930s 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.1198, September 1910. 
Queenslander, 1 October 1910, p.9. 
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When Constructed 
 
1910-11 
Name of Building 
 
Winchcombe Carson Wool Store 
Status 
 
Converted into 
residential apartments 
 
Location 
 
54 Vernon Terrace (between Dath and Ethel Streets), Teneriffe, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Stuart Brothers 
 
     
    1913 
 
     
    2011 
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1910-11.  Winchcombe Carson Wool Store  [continued] 
 
 
Post-and-beam construction on ground floor, 2019 
 
 
Exposed structure of top floor, showing lighter posts supporting sawtooth roof, 2019 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.1262, December 1910. 
Brisbane Courier, 5 November 1910, p.3. 
Queenslander, 23 December 1911, p.27 & 34. 
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When Constructed 
 
1911-13 
Name of Building 
 
Additional storey and renovations for Palace Hotel 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
cnr Melbourne & Stanley Streets, South Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Blair Cunningham 
 
     
    1940s 
 
Notes and References 
 
This project was interrupted by the death of the owner, William McCullough, who was the father-in-
law of Chambers' sister, Beatrice. 
Jack P. Donoghue designed extensive alterations to this building in 1935, but the façade shown in the 
photo above is probably largely as built in 1911-13.  
Telegraph (Brisbane), 5 April 1911, second ed., p.11 [tender notice] 
Daily Standard (Brisbane), 19 December 1913, p.2. 
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When Constructed 
 
designed 1912 
Name of Building 
 
Proposed business premises for James Stewart & Co. 
Status 
 
Not built 
Location 
 
Rockhampton, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
 
 
     
 
Notes and References 
 
Rockhampton newspapers reported that Chambers visited the city in November 1912 and January 
1913. 
Salon (Sydney), vol.1, no.5 (March-April 1913), frontispiece. 
Construction and Local Government Journal (Sydney), 18 June 1917, p.9.  
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When Constructed 
 
1913 
Name of Building 
 
Brick bulk store for Henry Berry & Co. 
Status 
 
Standing 
Location 
 
36 Mein Street (cnr Bowen Street), Spring Hill, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Blair Cunningham 
 
     
    2016 
 
Notes and References 
 
BCC building register no.2178, 25/8/1913. 
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When Constructed 
 
1914-15 
Name of Building 
 
Office building for Herbert James Preston  [Preston House] 
Status 
 
Standing (altered) 
Location 
 
371 Queen Street (cnr Eagle Lane), Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Thomas Keenan 
 
       
        
      1916                 1955 
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1914-15.  Office building for Herbert James Preston (Preston House)   [continued] 
 
     
Doorway detail 1916           Fifth floor plan 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
In 1965-66 two floors were added and the façade was completely remodelled, to designs of Hennessy 
and Hennessy. 
BCC building register no.2667, 26/10/1914. 
Telegraph (Brisbane), 23 November 1914, second ed., p.8. 
Salon (Sydney), vol.7, no.2 (September 1916), p.27-31. 
Building (Sydney), 12 April 1918, p.52-4. 
Plans (incomplete) in University of Queensland Fryer Library, Lund Hutton Ryan Morton Collection, 
UQFL211, job no.12A. 
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When Constructed 
 
1914-15 
Name of Building 
 
Warehouse for Henry Berry & Co. 
Status 
 
Demolished 
Location 
 
310-316 Adelaide Street, Brisbane, Qld 
 
Architect 
 
Chambers and Powell 
 
Builder 
 
Blair Cunningham 
 
     
    1921 
 
 
Notes and References 
 
In 1929-30 this building was truncated to permit the widening of Adelaide Street; the façade was 
remodelled by the Brisbane City Architect. 
BCC building register no.2577, 6/7/1914. 
Brisbane Courier, 9 July 1915, p.5. 
 
 
